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When should  
we speak out?
When does a national issue become so  
big that it is (or should be) above politics?

he was intended to depict  
a mason (page 14); Our fond farewell  
to Warwick Boyling can be read in the 
Lodge of Sorrow story (page 36). On the 
Level (page 37) is full of stories from 
lodges. Did your lodge send a story to 
Freemason?

We avoid political discus-
sion but how do we 
handle an issue which 
has absolute national or 

international ramifications? Should we 
be discussing issues such as climate 
change or history wars in lodge? Dare 
we discuss national defence spending  
in lodge? Might it be acceptable if we 
wrapped it in the flag of Anzac?

Perhaps we can learn from the  
past. Nobody today would argue that 
the abolition of slavery was a political 
issue but what about 200–300 years 
ago? I would wager that many slave 
owners and slave traders in England 
were masons – probably proud upstand-
ing masons too.

Is it time that we dared to be more 
courageous? Should we speak out on 
some of these issues? What do you 
think?

In this issue there a number of com-
fortable and uncontroversial articles. 
For example:

The floods on the Northern Rivers 
story stands out, see page 4; Jules Verne 
makes an appearance in the article 
about Captain Nemo, perhaps  

By RW Bro Richard DawesEditorial
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more courageous? 
Should we speak  
out on some of  
these issues?
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If you talk to the residents of Lismore, on the Northern Rivers of New 
South Wales, the one word that keeps getting mentioned is ‘biblical’.

are left to the gruelling task of 
rebuilding.

As well as being the District Grand 
Inspector of Workings for District 11, 
covering Lismore, Ballina, Tweed and 
Byron, VW Bro Todd Shadbolt is the local 
butcher. He is based in Murwillumbah 
and lost his company vehicle and the 

The Wilsons River, which runs 
through Lismore received 
some of the highest rainfall 
ever recorded in its catchment 

area with more than 700mm of rain 
falling in a 30-hour period in late 
February. To put this into perspective, 
this is nearly Sydney’s annual rainfall.

This wall of water inundated the Wil-
sons, Richmond and Tweed river valleys 
causing unexpected and unprecedented 
destruction to everything in its path.

Lismore, Ballina, Alstonville, 
Murwillumbah and many others lay in 
its path and now that the floods are no 
longer headline news these communities 

Flooded out By W Bro Joe Corrigan

Northern Rivers  
lodge devastated

June 20224  Humility – Kindness – Generosity  Freemason
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power to his butcher shop; but before 
the meat could spoil, Todd rented a ute 
and delivered the meat to evacuation 
shelters and, in conjunction with RW 
Bro Col Lee of Lodge Ballina United 112, 
arranged for its distribution to those in 
most need. The swift thinking of these 
brethren fed many in their darkest hour.

VW Bro Bob Guthrie of Lodge Eltham 
272, seeing the destruction caused by the 
deluge near to his home in Alstonville 
with people trapped on their roofs await-
ing rescue, took matters into his own 
hands and set about getting the people  
of his community to safety.

Bob, in his tinny, managed to pluck 
15 families to safety in a harrowing day 
of rescues.

RW Bro Col Lee also took to his tinny 
to rescue RW Bro John Andrews and his 

wife when the floodwaters inundated 
their living room.

These tales illustrate what masons do 
best when the chips are down and their 
communities are in danger: putting the 
needs of their communities first and 
doing all within their power to be a force 
for good.

In Lismore, the lodge room is on  
the second floor of the Masonic Centre, 
some four metres above the street.  
It was flooded to a depth of more than 
half a metre.

VW Bro Ron Hancock, Secretary of 
The Northern Rivers Lodge 77 reports:

‘The damage to our second-floor 
lodge room is much worse than we 
imagined. Our building has been here 
since 1896 and never has water even got 
close to flooding the top floor.

‘Our losses include: our Charter, all 
our carpets, the Tessellated Pavement, 
over sixty chairs, our Tracing Board,  
the altar together with the point within 
a circle and parallel lines, the large 
Masonic Bible, the kneeling stool, the 
Deacons’ wands, the regalia, specifically 
all collars and cuffs, and a corner of the 
Perfect Ashlar has been chipped off.  
We had a piano in the room, and it 
floated around in the water for two  
days and broke everything it ran into, 
ending upside down in the doorway.’

The members of Lodge Northern 
Rivers, like so many others from the 
northern part of NSW, have begun the 
slow process of rebuilding their lives 
and their lodge room.

It is times like this that masons rally 
round not only our local communities, 
but our community of brethren at large. 
The Grand Master, by means of the 
Masonicare Disaster Relief Fund has 
committed support to these communities.

To make a tax-deductible donation  
to this fund, which plays an active role in 
the support of these communities, simply 
visit www.masonicare.org.au/donate 
and select Disaster Relief Fund. Any 
donation big or small goes towards 
rebuilding these communities.

The Grand Master 
surveys the damage

Just some  
of the losses.

http://www.masonicare.org.au/donate
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...an appeal, on behalf of our 
poor and distressed brethren
Grand Master’s Disaster 
Relief Fund Appeal 
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Brethren: homes, families, busi-
nesses, and livelihoods up and 
down the eastern seaboard have 
been devastated by the recent 

floods and now that the weather has 
improved, these communities are left to 
pick up the pieces and rebuild.

As masons, when our communities 
face their hour of need, we are driven to 
be there, doing what we can to support 
them. 

Recently I visited some of the flood 
ravaged parts of Northern NSW and to 

say it was a heartbreaking experience 
would be an understatement.

There is much to do before these 
communities can return to normal and 
we hope that the funds raised through 
the Grand Master’s Disaster Relief Fund 
Appeal will assist those that are most in 
need.

Brethren, these communities need our 
help NOW. If you can, please contribute to 
the recovery of these communities. All 
donations over $2 are tax-deductible and 
no amount is too big or small. All funds 

raised are to support smaller, local chari-
table groups that are working tirelessly 
on the frontline providing food, shelter, 
and resources to those communities that 
need it most.

Donations can be made by visiting 
www.masonicare.org.au/donate and 
selecting “Disaster Relief Fund” or by 
scanning the QR code above. 

To the brethren who have donated: 
thank you for your kind support.

Les Hicks, Grand Master

Scan this QR code  
to donate now!

Assessing the 
daunting task  

of rebuilding  
the lodge room.

http://www.masonicare.org.au/donate


Quarterly communication

I also welcome those masons who are 
watching using our live streaming 
facility. I thank you all, you are an 
important part of this Grand Lodge 

Communication and I trust you will all 
have an enjoyable evening.

I thank our Entered Apprentices, 
Fellowcrafts and their sponsors for 
being here tonight, and I trust you too 
will enjoy our Grand Communication.

I ask all Worshipful Masters, 
Wardens and Lodge Secretaries to stand, 
so that I can welcome you to this com-
munication, and I thank you for all that 
you do for your lodges, your districts, 
and for this Grand Lodge. Enjoy the 
evening and take my regards and best 
wishes back to your lodges.

Thank you for attending our first communication for 2022. I particularly welcome our Past 
Grand Masters who are always on hand to provide their continued and much appreciated 
guidance and support.

training videos, educational videos, and 
much more.

In addition, I am pleased to announce 
that our new public website, complete 
with an online photo gallery, is now live. 
The website also has a direct link to our 
Grand Charity website to enable online 
donations to be processed directly to 
MasoniCare, the Benevolence Fund and 
our Disaster Relief Appeals. Moving 
forward, our website will undergo many 
planned updates and improvements as 
we continue to raise the bar and provide 
you with the most up to date, interactive 
and exciting support system available.  
I ask you to bear with us, brethren, we 
are about to step into the 21st century.

Your Board of Management and I 
thank you for your ongoing patience 
and understanding. Any change is 
always difficult, but your support has 
enabled us to make some substantial 
adjustments in a relatively short time. 
Over the next couple of months the 
Deputy Grand Secretary will deliver 
training and information sessions 
designed to bring brethren up to speed 
with the new website and other 
advancements that have been made. 
These sessions are planned for the 
Sydney Masonic Centre, Canberra, Bega, 
Moruya, Nowra, Wollongong, Dubbo, 
Bathurst, Campbelltown, Grafton, Coffs 
Harbour and Newcastle. I urge you all to 
take advantage of these informative and 
instructional forums.

Our Grand Treasurer will comment 
further on the difference made by the 

Brethren, here we are, a new year 
with much to do. Of course, I look 
forward to traversing the jurisdiction 
and supporting your lodges, but we also 
have plenty to do in our continued 
efforts to manage budgets, improve our 
technology and grow our membership.

Over the past 12 months or so we 
have seen huge improvements made to 
our technology and administrative struc-
ture. This has been a massive undertak-
ing and, the usual teething problems 
aside, we are now beginning to see our 
systems working for us. There are now 
many new administrative features in 
place to assist our Lodge Secretaries,  
and some great information available  
 for us as well.

Our system now boasts new online 
LMR forms which are much easier and 
more efficient to use; we have new online 
Representative Request Forms that 
enable you to book your preferred 
Representative over a year in advance; we 
have new online Building Management 
Report forms that will provide great assis-
tance to our building owners and to our 
Regional Building Officers; there are 
some first-class, professionally produced 

MARCH  
COMMUNICATION

OUR NEXT
COMMUNICATION 
The next Grand Lodge Quarterly 
Communication and dinner will  
be held at the Sydney Masonic 

Centre on WEDNESDAY  
8 June 2022 at 7:30pm.

The Communication is open  
to all members of Grand Lodge,  

which includes all Master Masons. 
Other brethren are invited to 

attend as observers.

By MW Bro Les Hicks, Grand Master

June 20228  Humility – Kindness – Generosity  Freemason

Brethren, you are the 
face of Freemasonry...



introduction of this new technology a 
little later this evening as he presents the 
budget for the 2022/2023 masonic year.

Brethren, charity is at the heart of 
Freemasonry. There is no doubt that  
our MasoniCare board has done it  
tough during the past couple of years, 
but they have also worked extremely 
hard to ensure a structured pathway  
out of this pandemic.

It pleases me to say that we are  
now seeing the number of approved 
Interaction Grants growing substan-
tially. I thank our Grand Charity Board 
for their hard work, and I congratulate 
you all for the wonderful work that  
you continue to do out there in the 
community.

Just last week, on behalf of Lodge 
Oorana and with the assistance of 
MasoniCare, I was asked to present a 
cheque to the Police Post Trauma Support 
Group, a very worthy and needy recipient. 
Localised assistance groups such as this 
are community-based and worthy of our 
ongoing support.

I am also humbled by and I thank 
those that continue to donate funds 
directly to our Grand Charity. For 
example, at the end of last year I was 
invited to attend the Christmas party  
at Lodge Cedars where I was presented 
with a cheque for $5,000 for MasoniCare. 
It is these kind and humble acts that 
enable us to make a real difference in 

our community and I thank all those 
who give so freely of their time, their 
efforts and their resources.

Brethren it is also important that, 
when tragedy strikes, we combine our 
resources, stand up, and make a positive 
difference in the lives of those who are, 
through no fault of their own, badly 
affected by the unfortunate results of 
Mother Nature’s fury. Recently we have 
seen devastation like never before as the 
worst floods on record ripped through 
many communities on the east coast of 
NSW and Southern Queensland. By now 
you will have heard that I have activated 
the Grand Master’s Disaster Relief Fund 
Appeal and I urge brethren, and 
members of the community, to give 
whatever they can to assist this most 
worthy cause. Donations can be made 
directly to the fund by way of the home 
page on our new website; all donations 
of $2 or above are automatically invoiced 
and are tax deductible. All monies raised 
will be channelled through local front-
line DGR status groups that are commu-
nity based and are directly helping those 
that have suffered the devastating 
impacts of the recent floods up and 
down the coast of NSW.

The past couple of years have been 
trying, and I would also like to recognise 
the continuing efforts of our Freemason 
magazine editorial committee. No doubt 
they too have faced considerable 

challenges during the pandemic, but they 
have consistently produced a quality, well 
received publication and we are very 
grateful for their hard work and persever-
ance during such difficult times.

Brethren, you are the face of Freema-
sonry. Please continue to send us stories 
and photos of the great work and fun 
times that you and your lodge are expe-
riencing. If you have an exciting event 
coming up, let us help you promote it.  
If you are involved in flood or disaster 
relief, we need to hear about it. 
Communication is the key to success.

Likewise, the Grand Master’s 
Newsletter has received a great 
response. It provides me with a way of 
communicating with you direct. It con-
tains up-to-date information about the 
happenings of both your Grand Lodge 
and our many lodges out there in the 
wider jurisdiction, and I ask you to read 
it, support it and use it to promote your 
lodge and district happenings.

Brethren, to have ‘lived respected, and 
died regretted’, is the ultimate aim of all 
Freemasons. It is sad when the Grand 
Master is called upon to acknowledge the 
passing of a brother to the Grand Lodge 
Above, and it is important to acknowledge 
special service given by such brethren. 

[The Grand Master then made mention 
of a number of masons who had passed to 
the Grand Lodge Above. They are:

www.masons.org.au June 2022 9
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Quarterly communication

 R RW Bro Peter Lander PAGM  
(11 December 2021)

 R RW Bro Leon Carter OBE PAGM 
GChap (29 December 2021)

 R RW Bro Peter Lazar AM PDGDC  
(22 January 2022)

 R RW Bro Warwick Francis Boyling 
PDGM (6 March 2022)

The Grand Master described their 
masonic achievements and reminded  
us that they will all be sorely missed.  
Their details can be found on the Grand 
Lodge website]*

Over the past couple of months,  
I have been privileged to attend some 
wonderful and inspiring masonic func-
tions. There were centenary events held 
for Lodge Blacktown Kildare and Lodge 
Morning Star, Installation ceremonies at 
Lodge Jose Rizal, Lodge Middle Harbour, 
The Queens Lodge, Lodge Horizons, and 
many other activities as well as a civic 
reception out at Cowra in conjunction 
with their Re-Installation ceremony.

Our Grand Representatives and 
Regional Grand Directors have also 
assisted with many installation ceremo-
nies, and the Grand Ceremonial Team 
and I are all looking forward to attending 
some of the many special ceremonies 
that this jurisdiction has planned for 
later this year.

Brethren, we are back, and we have a 
busy year ahead of us. This Grand Lodge 
looks forward to getting out there and 
supporting the jurisdiction as we care-
fully and safely navigate our way out of 
one of the worst pandemics this world 
has experienced. Financially, this pan-
demic has not been kind to us but as we 
now move out of restrictions and with 
many new initiates already in the 
system, the future does look bright.

It is also important to offer up support 
for our Associated Orders whenever pos-
sible, they too have done it tough. I thank 
RW Bro Andy Conlon and Barbara for 
supporting us at a recent Order of the 
Eastern Star event and Narelle and I are 
looking forward to supporting the Order 
of the Eastern Star’s Grand Installation 
ceremony in June. MW Bro Derek 
Robson looks forward to leading a large 
delegation of Craft masons in support  
of the Royal Arch Grand Installation 

activities associated with the desperate 
and difficult clean-up operation. Indeed 
some of our own brethren, their families 
and even our lodge buildings have been 
heavily impacted by the unfolding dis-
aster, some suffering substantial loss.  
I thank you in advance for any assis-
tance that you or your lodge may be 
able to provide.

In my own case, Narelle and I were 
stuck at home with no way to leave the 
house during the heavy downpours, 
with all roads cut both in and out of our 
suburb. During that time my phone ran 
hot with calls from brethren offering up 
support and assistance. We were among 
the lucky ones and just had to stay put, 
but the calls of support really helped 
during a time when we were not really 
sure what was coming next. Brethren, 
others have not been so fortunate espe-
cially in the townships around Lismore, 
Mullumbimby, Ballina and Windsor.

As the rain bucketed down, one 
brother in the Ballina area borrowed a 
boat and braved the treacherous condi-
tions to save another brother and his 
wife from their home as it was being 
swallowed up by the flood waters and 
huge king tides. Not only was this a kind 
and courageous act but it really showed 
the lengths that a brother will go to in 
order to support a fellow mason. There 
are many other inspirational stories of 
bravery and kindness offered by masons 
during what has been an incredibly 
difficult time.

Masons from many lodges are 
banding together as we speak to do 
what they can to help as the waters 
begin to recede. Once the water is gone 
we will have a clear idea of a pathway 
forward and I thank all those who have 
offered support over the past couple of 
weeks.

To those that are affected and doing 
it tough, I urge you to contact your local 
lodge or your District Grand Inspector of 
Workings so that the masonic grapevine 
can do its job and our Board of 
Management can stay informed.

Brethren, masons are incredible.  
You are incredible and I thank you  
all for your incredible kindness and 
generosity.
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... seen devastation 
like never before as 

the worst floods  
on record ripped 
through many  

communities on the 
east coast of NSW 

and Southern 
Queensland.

ceremony in Manly on 19 March.  
On this occasion, your support for  
this Grand Lodge, for Right Excellent 
Companion Robert Drake and our Royal 
Arch cousins will be much appreciated. 

There are many other Associated 
Order events that will be supported 
during this coming year. Brethren, we 
are all masons, we are ‘all of one 
company’ and we do need to support 
each other.

Together we can and will make a 
difference, let’s do it with… 

Humility, Kindness and Generosity.

Brethren, before we move forward 
with the rest of tonight’s programme, I 
would like to make a very special pres-
entation. Grand Director, would you 
please present MW Bro Derek James 
Robson AM?

[At this point the Grand Master presented 
MW Bro Derek Robson with the Carrington 
Medal. See article on page 11.]

Brethren, earlier in my address,  
I touched on the floods, the Grand 
Master’s Disaster Relief Appeal and what 
we can do to assist. Of course, money 
channelled in the right direction is an 
important and necessary way to assist 
and in many cases it is all that we can 
do to help. From a personal perspective,  
I must also give a shout out to the breth-
ren who have been in a position to phys-
ically involve themselves in the rescue 
operation and later on in the frontline 
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Carrington Medal awarded By MW Bro Les Hicks

In presenting the award, the Grand 
Master said: Brethren, when elected 
as a Grand Master we take a very 
personal and important oath. 

Fulfilling and honouring that oath is, at 
times, very challenging but we step up 
to the mark and do what we need to do 
to satisfy the great honour and dignity 
that the role of Grand Master demands 
of us. There is no doubt in my mind that 
over the years we have been privileged 

From lockdown to lockdown and as 
the rules changed daily, MW Bro Robson 
was always there to support and guide us 
as we witnessed the sometimes devastat-
ing effects of one of the world’s great 
pandemics. Derek’s second term of office 
was really hard work. I was with him as 
his chairman, and was privileged to see 
at first-hand the strength and fortitude  
of a truly great and inspirational leader.

MW Bro Robson always set the bar 
high and achieved much as he became 
one of this jurisdiction’s longest serving 
Grand Masters. We thank him for 
guiding us through the pandemic and 
keeping us safe. We also thank him for 
the work that was done to repair and 
showcase our buildings which has, no 
doubt, changed the face of Freemasonry 
throughout the jurisdiction. 

MW Bro Robson, we thank you for 
the dedication and service you gave  
this jurisdiction during your over  
seven years as our Grand Master and  
we thank you for your continued service 
to our Craft. You served the office of 
Grand Master with the dignity and 
honour it so rightly deserves and 
tonight I have great pleasure in award-
ing you the prestigious Carrington 
Medal of Honour.

to be in the company of the best group 
of Grand Masters this country has seen, 
five of them seated with us here tonight.

Occasionally, this world presents 
challenges that demand of us great lead-
ership and personal sacrifice, challenges 
that really test us. In early 2020 MW Bro 
Derek James Robson was faced with 
seemingly insurmountable challenges  
as this country was devastated by the 
Covid 19 pandemic.

Carrington  
Medal of Honour
During the March Quarterly Communication the Grand 
Master awarded the Carrington Medal of Honour to MW 
Bro Derek James Robson AM PGM. 

...we thank you for  
the dedication and 
service you gave...

MW Bro Les  
Hicks presents 
the Carrington  
Medal of  
Honour to  
MW Bro Derek 
Robson

Bexley Manor Hall

Great for functions of any size. Manor Hall seats 200 guests, 
Waratah Lounge Room seats 60 guests. Fully heated and 
air-conditioned with off street parking at rear. Private traditional 
Lodge room facilities also available for hire at reasonable rates.

Venue for Hire or Lease

Contact Hall Manager on mobile: 0402 435 048 at any time
Email: patrick@wpsa.org.au for prices and booking forms

“ Choose Bexley 
Manor Hall for 
your next event 
or function.”
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From the Grand Chaplain By RW Bro Bob Searle 

building of the temple in Jerusalem, so 
central to the Craft, are found in its pages.

Every time we pick up one of our 
ritual books, we are referred, in some 
way, to the scriptures. 

With these facts so obvious, we must 
surely ask ourselves, ‘How can I truly 
call myself a mason, or even try to be 
one, if I do not make some daily pro-
gress in the acquisition of masonic 
knowledge, if I do not read and study 
the VSL on a regular basis?’

This naturally leads us back to the 
earlier question, ‘Am I truly endeavoring 
to grow as a mason or am I simply a 
member of the Craft?’

Although in NSW & ACT we have 
removed the letter ‘G’ from our official 
logo; God, The Great Architect, is still 
integral to the Craft. As such we cannot 
ignore Him or ignore the study of His 
Word.

Our ritual writers were very clear in 
their intentions when they included the 
Holy Writings as an essential part of the 
very being and fibre of Freemasonry. 
The VSL is the tap root of the tree which 
is Freemasonry. Our various jurisdic-
tions throughout the world are the 
branches and we, the members, are the 
leaves which provide the life and colour 
which gives the Craft its vitality.

Whether we are Christian, Jew, Sikh or 
Muslim, we must read, and understand 
our scriptures to be able to live as masons 
and demonstrate to the world that we are 
good men becoming steadily better both 
as men and masons.

Freemasonry  
and the VSL 
Have you ever considered the importance of the Volume of the Sacred 
Law to Freemasonry? Why did the writers of our rituals place so much 
emphasis on the scriptures?

There can be no doubt that the 
scriptures are central to the Craft. 
Even a casual reading of our 
ritual books reveals the impor-

tance placed on them by the writers.
Regrettably, today many might  

consider that among our membership 
there are more members than masons.

What is meant by this statement?
In recent decades the emphasis on 

membership numbers and on quantity 
has resulted in a lowering of the quality 
of new members. The result has been a 
reduction in the quality of many aspects 
of Freemasonry.

As Freemasons we proudly state that 
we make ‘good men better men’. To do 
this, we need to be consciously and delib-
erately educating our brethren. All too 
often lodges forget this and expect that 
ritual work alone will achieve the goal.

New members join the Craft with 
good intent. Yet, for whatever reason, 
they sometimes fail to recognise the 
important concepts and truths contained 
within the symbolism and allegories that 
form an integral part of the Craft. It could 
be that they are poorly nurtured or lose 
interest, so with proper mentoring and 
encouragement, a deliberate study of the 
ritual will open to them the hidden 
meaning and truths behind the words.

A careful study of the ritual books will 
reveal that, as Freemasons, we are being 
encouraged and admonished to search 
for and find the meaning for our own 
lives within the scriptures of our per-
sonal religion. This certainly appears to 
be the reason our early forebears placed 
such emphasis on our sacred writings.

We are taught that only by following 
that ‘straight and narrow path [within 
the VSL] can we securely lay down’ the 
path leading to a glorious immortality.

All our teachings through ritual, the 
Working Tools and symbolism, con-
stantly point us either directly or indi-
rectly to our scriptures.

No brother genuinely seeking better-
ment and seeking to become a genuine 
mason can ignore the VSL. It is the 
original textbook of Freemasonry. This 
is obviously the principal reason that it 
is called The Volume of the Sacred Law.

It is Sacred because it comes to us 
from the Great Architect himself. It is Law 
because it ‘clearly and unmistakably lays 
down rules for our pursuit’ and it is con-
sidered the criterion of moral rectitude.

The Final Charge in the First Degree 
recommends to our ‘most serious study 
and contemplation of the VSL’ and to 
‘ever regard it as the unerring standard of 
Truth and Justice’ wherein we are taught 
the duties we owe to God and man.

Most of the ancient historical facts 
relating to the Craft are found within the 
VSL. The story of King Solomon and the 

...we proudly state 
that we make ‘good 

men better men’.



The eight-week trial at Whiddon Easton Park 
utilised rapid PCR technology produced by 
UK based provider, DnaNudge, to detect 
COVID-19 through samples taken onsite, 
in just 90 minutes, eliminating the need for 
laboratory testing.

During the trial, 116 tests were completed and 
115 of the tests correlated with concurrent 

Support Whiddon to continue improving the quality of life of older 
Australians through innovation, research and new approaches to care.
Make a donation today at www.whiddon.com.au/make-a-donation.

lab-processed PCR test results, indicating a 
99.1% sensitivity of the rapid PCR tests against 
lab-processed PCR tests. The trial fi ndings 
demonstrate the potential signifi cant impact 
that a rapid PCR unit can have on maximising 
resident care and safety in a residential aged 
care setting, whilst minimising disruption on 
the critical health workforce.
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Award-winning aged care provider, Whiddon, were very 
proud to partner with Pantonic Health to conduct a rapid 
PCR testing trial at their largest aged care campus in 
south-west Sydney, using a portable shoebox-sized rapid 
PCR testing device (DnaNudge test).

industry-first aged 
care rapid PCR trial 

Whiddon leading the way in The trial aimed to understand how rapid PCR 
testing can ensure early intervention, improved 
healthcare and infection control in a residential 
aged care setting, whilst increasing workforce 
safety and capacity. Whiddon saw 83% of 
employees who had lab-based PCR tests in 
December 2021 during the Omicron variant 
outbreak, return negative results. Due to lab 
delays, employees were waiting up to six days 
for their results and were required to self-
isolate during this time. With onsite rapid PCR 
testing, these employees could have potentially 
returned to work much earlier, as soon as 
90 minutes, to provide essential care during 
the peak of the pandemic.

The rapid PCR testing trial follows Whiddon’s 
industry-leading rapid antigen testing trial 
during the COVID-19 Delta variant outbreak, 
and subsequent rapid antigen testing trial in 
Community Care.

Whiddon have shared the results of the 
trial with the Government, regulators and 
industry stakeholders and are hoping to see 
the rapid PCR units approved by the TGA, 
and subsidised by the Government, so that all 
aged care homes and disability settings across 
Australia can have access to this technology.

Whiddon CEO Chris Mamarelis and Whiddon’s 
Regional General Manager Residential Greater 
Sydney, Sharon Fletcher with the rapid PCR unit.
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20,000 Leagues Under the Sea By Bro Michael Howard

Captain Nemo  
...was a mason?  

They are furnished with clothing 
provided by the Worshipful 
Master, repeatedly brought 
from darkness to light, and 

eventually returned to the outer world 
after glimpsing and in some cases, 
embracing, not only monitorial truths, 
but strong hints on the more esoteric 
lessons of Freemasonry.

One hundred and fifty years ago, Jules Verne’s classic science fiction novel, Vingt mille 
lieuses sous les mers burst upon the world stage. Originally run in serial form in the 
biweekly publication, Magasin d’éducation et de récréation, the novel recounts the 
adventures of marine biologist Professor Aronnax and two colleagues who, thrown 
overboard by a collision at sea, are rescued by a travelling lodge of Freemasons.

‘Connexions to the prominent secret 
societies of his time’ in The Secrets of Jules 
Verne – Decoding His Masonic, Rosicrucian 
and Occult Writings, but offers no proof 
that Verne was ever initiated, passed,  
or raised to the sublime mysteries of 
Freemasonry. No French lodge, or any 
other lodge, claims him as a member.

Not quite the way you remember the 
storyline? Not too surprising, consider-
ing that the seminal English translation 
by the Reverend Lewis Page Mercier in 
1873 as Twenty Thousand Leagues Under 
the Sea was fatally flawed.

Was Jules Verne a Freemason? Author 
Michael Larny explores Jules Verne’s 

The Nautilus prowls the  
sea floor – but is Nemo’s 
infamous submarine an 
allegorical masonic lodge?
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When Aronnax asked about the 
interred crew member, Nemo (in a 
passage omitted by Mercier) responds, 
‘A brother lays down his life for his 
brother, a friend for a friend, what could 
be simpler? That’s the law for everyone 
on board the Nautilus.‘

The sable flag emblazoned with the 
motto: Mobilis in Mobile and the letter ‘N’ 
in gold, planted on the South Pole and 
again used as a battle flag during the 
final encounter with the Russian dread-
nought, is particularly significant.

In the French Ancient and Accepted 
Rite, a Master’s Degree lodge was draped 
in black strewn with tears of mourning, 
commemorating the death and loss of 
the Builder. But in Master-Elect of Nine 
(‘protect the oppressed from the oppres-
sor’), black sprinkled with red denotes  
a Grade of Vengeance. Black is also 
symbolic in the Elect of Fifteen, a Grade 
of the Dagger associated with sorrow, 
retribution and blood. Chevalier-Elect 

But like all good writers, Verne was an 
avid reader. In the wake of the American 
Morgan Affair in 1826, and numerous 
tell-all books revealing ‘Masonic secrets’ 
available on both sides of the Atlantic, he 
would have had access to otherwise 
hidden mysteries of that ancient frater-
nity. In addition, continental Freemasonry, 
certainly the various ‘high rites’ practised 
in France, formed exclusive clubs for the 
wealthy and influential. The bewildering 
number of ‘advanced degrees’ (in some 
rites more than 80) were expensive, 
excluding all but the wealthy, and their 
esoteric lessons were often discussed in 
private associations and philosophical 
circles with which Verne would have 
been on intimate terms.

If Jules Verne was not a Freemason, 
Mercier certainly was – having been 
appointed Provincial Grand Chaplain to 
Warwickshire Freemasons in 1852. He 
was not a wealthy man and was indeed  
in financial straits when commissioned  
to translate Verne’s work into English. 
Although paid by the word as a translator, 
Mercier eliminated a full 20% of Verne’s 
original context, mistranslating or omit-
ting key passages. His Blue Lodge loyal-
ties may or may not account for the 
omission or obscuration of many masonic 
allusions. His motives are not clear.

For the masonic references you can’t 
beat the original French, but failing that, 
Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea, 
The Complete and Restored and Annotated 
Edition by F P Walter in 1999 is vastly 
superior to Mercier.

In a monitorial passage shared  
by most English-speaking lodges, 
‘Freemasonry consists of a course of 
moral and philosophical instruction 
illustrated by hieroglyphics, and taught, 
according to ancient usage, by types, 
emblems and allegorical figures.’ One 
could say the same of Verne’s novel.

Nemo epitomises the three great 
tenets of a mason’s profession: Brotherly 
Love, Relief of the Distressed, and Truth. 
He is proficient in the Seven Liberal Arts 
and Sciences: Grammar (Languages), 
Rhetoric, Logic, Arithmetic, Geometry, 
Music, and Astronomy.

Aronnax and his chums are rescued 
from the sea (ark and anchor, hourglass 
and working tool analogies). They  
are prepared in darkness and clad in 

clothing furnished by the Master of  
the lodge before being brought to light. 
Nemo leads Aronnax to submerged 
Atlantis with its Tuscan architecture 
and fallen Tuscan columns. Emblems 
such as chalk, charcoal and the beehive 
are referenced – seemingly superfluous 
intrusions into the story lines.

An undersea funeral evokes ceremo-
nies any Freemason would recognise. 
Mourners and pallbearers march behind 
their Worshipful Master to a pedestal of 
rough ashlar blocks surmounted by a 
rosy cross.

He calls a halt. The mourners form a 
semicircle and at his signal one of the 
men prepares the grave. The body is 
interred and Captain Nemo, arms 
crossed over his chest, kneels in a 
posture of prayer, followed by those 
assembled. The grave sealed, the mourn-
ers stand and approach the mound, sink 
again on bended knee and extend their 
hands in a sign of final farewell.

Aronnax and Nemo look upon the 
ruins of Atlantis by the light of an 
undersea volcano.
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20,000 Leagues Under the Sea

and Chevalier Kadosh are likewise 
Grades of Vengeance.

Jules Verne conceived the vengeful 
Nemo as a Polish aristocrat victimised 
by Russian despots, but his nationality 
was not revealed until the sequel, 
Mysterious Island. His publisher feared 
losing the profitable Russian book 
market and prevailed upon Verne to 
change Nemo’s nationality from Polish 
to Indian. After all, in the 19th century 
India wasn’t big on French books.

Many masonic lodges began spon-
soring new lodges when their own 
numbers exceeded 40 members. 
Halfway through the account, Aronnax 
reports ‘some twenty of the Nautilus’s 
sailors climbed onto the platform to 
retrieve fishing nets deployed the night 
before. Counting the ‘numerous 
mounds’ at the rosy cross cemetery plus 
the recently interred ‘brother’, and 
adding in the Chief Officer and a few 
other officers, Nemo’s crew once num-
bered at least thirty. The likelihood that 
critical staff remained on board while 
the fishing nets were retrieved pushes 
likely crew numbers back towards 40.

In most North American jurisdic-
tions, a minimum of three officers are 
required to open a lodge. However 
opening rituals are written for a full 
complement of seven or eight and 
between Covid-19 and declining partici-
pation in legacy fraternal organisations, 

has a right,’ Nemo allowed his passen-
gers/prisoners unfettered access to the 
ship, with the stipulation that they 
would allow themselves to be ‘consigned 
to their cabins’ for ‘some hours or some 
days’ to prevent them from seeing ‘what 
they weren’t meant to see’.

Russia and Poland had long masonic 
traditions, chartered and ‘after being 
purged by sequential regal decrees‘ 
rechartered by the Grand Orient of 
France. If Nemo’s Freemasonry seems  
a bit severe to modern practitioners of 
that noble institution, Slavic rites could 
well have followed precursors embrac-
ing archaic blood initiation rituals, 
vengeance and retaliation distinctly 
darker than those represented today.

While Verne was almost certainly  
not a mason, he almost as certainly 
intended that Captain Nemo was.

Brother Michael Howard is a member of 
William H Upton Lodge No 206 in the Grand 
Lodge of Washington, and Scottish Rite 
Mason, Valley of Bremerton, Washington.  
He has travelled extensively in Europe, Africa, 
the Caribbean, South Pacific and Southeast 
Asia. Now retired, he divides his time 
between travelling, writing and brushing up 
on his public school Latin.

This article was initially published in The 
Journal of the Masonic Society in its Summer, 
2021 issue and is printed with permission.

most American lodges would be proud 
to be able to open lodge with a guaran-
teed ‘crew’ of 20, not to mention thirty, 
or forty.

The black pennant implies that the 
Nautilus (a travelling lodge if ever there 
was one) was a Lodge of Vengeance and 
Retribution. One could speculate that 
Nemo and the Nautilus operated under  
a charter granted as a last gasp as its 
Grand Lodge was purged by a despotic 
Tsar, but that is unlikely considering 
Nemo’s proclivities for anonymity.

No, if the Nautilus was a lodge – it was 
almost certainly clandestine. But clan-
destine or not, its members were bound 
to protect their ceremonies from the eyes 
of cowans and eavesdroppers. Hence, 
while concluding that ’his personal inter-
ests could be reconciled with that natural 
compassion to which every human being 

If Jules Verne  
was not a 

Freemason,  
Mercier  

certainly was...

Every year brethren through out NSW and 
the ACT pause to acknowledge Anzac Day.

This can be a simple minute’s silence 
in a busy lodge, the laying of a wreath by a 
suburban lodge, or a formal march to the 
Sydney Cenotaph by the Freemasons 
Association of NSW.

In the CBD a number of brethren led by 
MW Bro Greg Levenston PGM formed up 
at 6.45am on Anzac Day and marched to 

the Sydney Cenotaph to lay a wreath on 
behalf of the United Grand Lodge of NSW 
and the ACT.

Like many smaller lodges, Lodge 
Wahroonga No 674 conducted an Anzac 
commemorative ceremony at which an 
audience of brethren and families remem-
bered the fallen and listened to an Anzac 
address delivered in this instance by the 
Hon Matt Kean, Treasurer of NSW.

Anzac acknowledgement

Anzac Day By RW Bro Richard Dawes

Brethren laying a wreath 
at the Sydney Cenotaph
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Letters to the Editor

A fast response  
to a sad event

 On the eve of Boxing Day 2021  
the small town of Kearsley in  

the Hunter Valley lost a male member of 
our community to suicide. He was aged 
42 years and had a partner as well as 
identical twin boys aged 2½ years.

He was a well-known member of the 
community, seemed happy and was a 
hard worker. He adored his two sons and 
his dog, Girly.

The community and his family were devas-
tated. His partner and his two boys were 
left with nothing. No money for rent or 
food. The community rallied and helped 
with food and short-term rental assistance.

After making a few phone calls, within  
two days the brethren of lodges in 
Districts 14 and 15 contributed $2,350  
to a rental account to keep this family  
in their home, until Centrelink assistance 
was granted.

This is Freemasonry at its best, helping  
our fellow man.

V W Bro Dale Goldie OAM
Lodge Paxton No 608

Ukrainian and Russian 
Freemasonry meet

 Ukrainian and Russian Freemasonry 
met in Rimini during a recent Grand 

Orient of Italy (GOI) convention.

Thirty foreign masonic delegations partici-
pated in the Grand Lodge 2022 Annual 
Science and Knowledge Convention of  
the Grand Orient of Italy. Present were  
the Grand Lodge of Ukraine and the Grand 
Lodge of Russia, to whose representatives 
Grand Master Stefano Bisi, during his 
address, directed a specific appeal.

‘This is a tragedy that affects our hearts, 
and our bodies, and we hope that in the 

During the convention the Grand Lodge of 
the GOI spoke online with the Grand Master 
of Ukraine, Anatoly Dymchuck with whom 
the Grand Orient of Italy has been working 
since 8 March to coordinate solidarity 
actions in support of the brethren 
impacted by the war.

Fraternally,

RW Bro Tony Maiorana  
Translator

Farewell to  
Mrs Joy Lauer

 The following message has  
been received from the Grand 

Secretary:

It is with great sadness that I advise that 
Mrs Joy LAUER, wife of MW Bro A R (Tony) 
LAUER APM, Past Grand Master, passed 
away on 10 April 2022.

(The funeral service was held at 11:00am 
on Friday, 22 April 2022, at Leura Memorial 
Gardens, 1–17 Kitchener Road, Leura.)  

The Editor and Publication Committee 
extend their condolences to MW Bro Tony 
Lauer APM PGM.

end reason can prevail and that weapons 
will soon be silent. Every man, every 
Freemason must brick by brick build a wall 
to create peace. Dear Brothers, Fatih Sahin, 
Grand Secretary, and Maurizio Longo, 
Deputy Grand Secretary of the Grand 
Lodge of Ukraine, and dear Brother Andrey 
Bogdanov, Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge of Russia, we call on you to do all 
that you can within your power so that 
peace and harmony may reign among your 
peoples. Do everything possible, and 
impossible, so that the trenches are filled 
with flowers and trees, which will bear a 
fruit that we will then share when we eat 
at the same table, next to each other.

‘We live in a very dangerous situation that 
makes us fear catastrophe if we do not 
succeed in making common sense and 
peace prevail. We Freemasons are builders 
of bridges of peace and not of trenches 
and we remember, and we remind those 
who have the opportunity to define the 
destinies of the world, that peace is built 
in time of peace. When bombs rain, when 
there are massacres, when cities are razed 
to the ground, when there are millions of 
refugees, it is more difficult to talk about 
peace, it is more difficult to seek 
compromises.’

Have charter, 
will travel!

Do you love Motorcycles?
Do you enjoy travelling? 
Do you want to visit other 
lodges on your motorcycle?
Then Lodge Highway is for you! 
We hold meetings quarterly in addition 
to regular social rides, including some 
weekend/overnight trips. Masons that 
don’t ride are welcome too! 
Interested? Contact Bro Gregg Jones on 
0400 586 327 or gregg.guzzi@gmail.com

SEE W
HAT’S ON

for 
our

 nex
t meeti

ng!
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The Morning Star II By W Bro J Rick Atkinson

In this degree, the candidate is 
informed that the only method to 
reach a new beginning is to be held  
in five places to ensure his frail body 

remains intact. These five  places where 
his body is held are described as a par-
ticular set of Five Points. This is curious 
language, and any candidate should ask 
himself: what Five Points?

FIVE POINTS 
In the Mark degree the candidate is 
taught to Join Points KIV. This is to reveal 
a figure or symbol that is vital to opera-
tive masons on the building site. The 
speculative mason should likewise 
always be on the lookout for points to 
join. In the case of Venus the Bright 
Morning Star, joining the points reveals 
a hidden mystery or secret knowledge 
that exposes a hidden truth.

The movement of the constellations 
and the planets relative to the Sun and 
the Earth was described in the earlier 
article. The planets have another peculiar 

characteristic. If the planets were 
observed from the Sun, Venus and all the 
planets in the solar system would only 
move in one direction. Viewed from the 
Earth, also moving in relation to the 
planets, there are periods when the 
planets appear to move in the opposite 
direction for a number of days. This is 
called retrograde motion. This movement 
of the planets can be accurately plotted 
on a two-dimensional celestial map.

Ancient astronomers divided this 
celestial map into twelve divisions 
called the Zodiac. Each of these twelve 
divisions is 30 degrees and is called a 
Sign, each of which is named according 
to the constellations in that portion of 
the cosmos. 

If these astronomers observed a 
planet rising every morning before 
dawn, they could observe that each day 
its position would vary slightly in rela-
tion to the backdrop of the constella-
tions. When they plot the points of 
rising on a map of the Zodiac over time 

they would observe that the planet 
would appear to stop moving in its 
usual direction and start moving back-
wards. The popular term for this is 
turning retrograde.

After a period of retrograde motion, 
the planet will start moving in its usual 
direction again, eventually passing back 
over the point in the Zodiac where it 
started turning retrograde. The popular 
term for this is turning direct and can be 
likened to taking ten steps forward, then 
stopping (turning retrograde) to take 
three steps backward and then stepping 
forward again. When you get back to the 
same point at which you started walking 
backwards you have turned direct. This 
point in space where a planet turns retro-
grade can be plotted accurately on a map 
of the Zodiac and is integral to revealing 
the hidden mystery of Venus.

The points in space where each 
planet turns retrograde are the short 
periods when the planets and the Earth 
are closest together in their orbits 

Freemasonry and the 
Bright Morning Star II 
In the previous article (Freemason, March 2022) the movement of 
Venus through the heavens and its importance to masonic ritual  
was discussed, particularly in relation to the third degree. 

Figure 1: the 
Earth and 

Venus in 
fellowship
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– symbolically in fellowship. (Shown in 
Figure 1 with the Earth and Venus in 
fellowship, i.e. close together). 

Each planet, in its separate orbit 
round the Sun, will have a different 
number of retrograde points relative  
to the Earth and each individual planet 
may make several orbits of the sun 
before completing the cycle with the 
Earth, when both return to the same 
starting point relative to the backdrop  
of constellations.

We will restrict the rest of the discus-
sion to Venus, the Bright Morning Star.

Imagine Venus and Earth in a race, 
each in its own lane or orbit. Venus is in 
the inner lane so has a shorter circuit 
than Earth in the outer and will lap 
Earth several times. Each time Venus 
overtakes Earth, Earth will have the 
sensation of going backwards – retro-
grade motion. The race ends when both 
cross the finish line at the same time. 
When this happens Venus will have 
orbited the track thirteen times to 
Earth’s eight, lapping Earth five times: 
the five points of relative retrograde 
motion. In reality it takes eight years for 
Venus and Earth to return to the same 
starting point in the Zodiac.

JOINING THE FIVE POINTS
When the orbit of Venus is plotted on  
a map of the Zodiac over an eight-year 
period, a hidden mystery of nature is 
revealed. The motion traced out by 
Venus, as observed from Earth, pro-
duces a perfect five petal flower.

If the five points where the petals of 
this flower meet are joined by straight 

lines, a pentagon appears (see Figure 4) –  
a simple five-sided shape, nothing special.

It is not until the retrograde motion 
of Venus is taken into account that a 
remarkable hidden mystery of nature  
is revealed. 

If the five points of the flower traced 
out by the motion of Venus are joined in 

the corresponding order of the five retro-
grade points Venus makes in the eight 
Earth year cycle, the five-pointed star 
with the pentagon at its centre appears: 
the pentagram. 

Everyone on earth, from kindergarten 
children to Grand Masters, is familiar 
with the five-pointed star which these 
days is used to depict any star. However 

Figure 2: Plate III from Astronomy Explained 
Upon the Principles of Sir Isaac Newton, 
which includes the motions of the Moon

Figure 3: Motion of the Moon removed, 
leaving only the movement of Venus 

Figure 4
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The Morning Star part II

the five-pointed star isn’t just any star. It 
is Venus; only Venus has the 13:8 orbit 
ratio to the Earth to create a cycle of five 
retrograde points. (See Figure 5)

This is critically important to under-
stand because simply joining the points 
of the flower, which are 72 degrees apart 
produces a simple five-sided pentagon. 
It is not until the retrograde motion of 
Venus is understood and the points are 
joined in the correct sequence of these 
motions that the five-pointed star or 
pentagram appears. The knowledge to 
draw the lines to join the five points in  
the correct sequence is what reveals the 
unique symbol of the pentagram and 
therefore the origin of the symbol is 
unmistakable; Venus is the only possi-
ble origin of the pentagram symbol.

There is more to be said about the 
geometry of the pentagram but none of  
it is revealed until the retrograde motion 
and joining the five points of Venus retro-
grade motion in their correct sequential 
order are understood. In effect, it is the 
discovery of a Sacred Symbol.

THE HIDDEN MYSTERIES  
OF VENUS
Cycles of Venus
The eight-year cycle of Venus is the first 
step towards greater understanding of 
the hidden mysteries of Venus.

Multiplying the eight-year cycle by the 
five points gives a cycle of 40 years. It is 
so accurate that it coincides with Earth’s 
time cycles of solar calendar, lunar calen-
dar and sidereal calendar (Earth in rela-
tion to the constellations) once every  
40 years to within a margin of error of a 
few minutes. In other words variations 
between the Earth, the Moon and the 
constellations go back to their zero start-
ing positions every 40 years when Venus 
returns to its zero starting position.

This 40-year cycle is common in the 
Bible:

 R The Israelites wandered the desert 
and ate manna for 40 years on their 
way to the Promised Land (Exodus 
16:35, Number 14:33-34 and 32:13, 
Deuteronomy 2:7)

 R Israel had peace for 40 years when 
they were led by Othniel (Judges 3:11)

 R Israel suffered at the hands of the 
Philistines for 40 years (Judges 13:1)

 R Eli the famous High Priest lead Israel 
for 40 years

 R King Saul whom David deposed 
reigned for 40 years.

 R King David reigned for 40 years.

 R Solomon who built the temple 
reigned for 40 years.

 R King Joash who repaired the temple 
reigned for 40 years.

Clearly, major events in the life of the 
nation of Israel came in cycles of 40 years. 
Is it a coincidence that Jesus, the man 
Pontius Pilate called King of the Jews 
(king of Israel), called himself the Bright 
Morning Star (Revelations 22:16) which 
marks off cycles of forty years?

The geometry of Venus
The pentagram of Venus embodies the 
angles of 36 degrees, 72 degrees and 144 
degrees (Figures 5, 5.2). These numbers are 
satisfyingly linked: 36x2=72, 72x2=144. 

72 and 144 are common numbers in 
the Bible:

 R Jesus appointed 72 other disciples  
to go out and preach the Gospel 
(Luke 10:1)

 R The Bible states in the Book of 
Revelation that 144,000 souls from 
the twelve tribes of Israel will be taken 
to heaven (Revelation 7:4, 14:1,3)

 R The walls of the New Jerusalem will 
be 144 cubits thick (Revelation 21:17)

36x40-year Venus cycles is 1,440 years. 
This is significant because in 1,440 years 
there are 360 leap years, or the cycle  
(360 degrees in a circle/cycle) of leap year 
completion where the error in Earth’s 
solar calendar, requiring adjustment with 
a leap year every fourth year, goes back to 
where it started.

Yet another significant time cycle is 
1,440 minutes: there are 1,440 minutes 
in every Earth day. 144 divided by half 
of 12 (6) is 24; there are 24 hours per 
Earth day. Each equinox, there are  
12 hours of light and 12 hours of  
darkness, 720 minutes each.

This brief summary demonstrates 
that Venus the Bright Morning Star has 
a profound influence over the affairs of 
planet Earth, derived from the geometry 
of Venus.

The orbit of Venus as compared to the 
orbit of Earth is an almost perfect golden 
ratio (225 days x 1.618 = 364 days).

Figure 5.2

Figure 5.1
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The golden ratio
The Golden Ratio or Phi ( ), also known 
as the Divine Ratio, is 1.618 or .618. It is 
the ratio of harmonic proportion and is 
most pleasing to the perspective of the 
human eye.

A room has the most pleasing spatial 
proportions if the room is 1.618 units long 
for every 100 units wide, or 100 units long 
to 61.8 units wide. The King’s Chamber in 
the Great Pyramid at Giza is according to 
these proportions. This same proportion 
is common throughout nature and is 
beyond the scope of this article to explain 
all the examples in plants, animals, frogs, 
the human body, growth of snails, music, 
stock markets, other than to state that (in 
the author’s opinion) the golden ratio is 
the ratio of harmony in the geometry of 
nature, and that beings existing within 
nature respond to this ratio of harmonic 

proportion whether they are conscious of 
it or not.

The pentagram symbol of Venus 
retrograde points embodies the same 
harmonic proportion of the golden ratio. 
Figure 6 shows that if the distance trav-
elled between retrograde points is 100 
(red line), the intersection of the prior 
retrograde distance is 61.8 (green line). 
The green line is further divided into a 
length of 100 and 61.8 where it is inter-
sected by the blue line. See also see 
Figure 7, A to C & D, C to D & J, etc.

Just like the planet itself which orbits 
in this ratio with the Earth, the symbol 
it traces when the points are joined in 
the correct sequence of the retrograde 
motions reveals hidden mysteries which 
require knowledge that comes from long 
and careful observation of the cosmos. 
In summary, it requires the adoption of 

scientific calculation based on observa-
ble and repeatable events in the solar 
system to discover this hidden mystery 
in nature. In effect, a practical use of the 
heavenly science.

To my mind this leads to an inevita-
ble conclusion. Freemasonry has pre-
served the discovery of this Sacred 
Symbol in our rituals, the knowledge 
and symbolism of the five points, the 
teaching to use straight lines to join 
points to reveal symbols, the use of 
geometry as symbolism, and the study 
of the heavenly science in nature.  
My quest has not been to convince  
the reader to accept this conclusion,  
but rather to prompt alert candidates in 
any ritual within Freemasonry and its 
various appendant orders to question 
everything and to become involved by 
learning the rituals because they are rich 
with meaning for gaining knowledge.

Readers may wonder about the Star of 
David, the famous six-pointed star. This 
is not derived from an observable star in 
the night sky, but a symbol formed by the 
merging of two equilateral triangles.

© J R Atkinson. 12/11/2021

1. Biblical quotations from Jerusalem 
Bible – Popular Edition.

2. An unedited full version of the article 
is available upon request (in case a 
reader wishes to delve further into the 
subject). Please contact the Editor. 

3. The author lectures on this subject. 
Contact rick@southernshores.com.au.
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Jenolan caves By RW Bro Ted Simmons OAM

Jenolan is an  
underground fairyland

Named Binoomea by the 
Gundungurra people, initially 
called the Holes in the Hill  
and later the Jenolan Caves, 

bushranger James McKeown is regarded 
as the first European to find them in the 
1830s.

Millions of years ago this part of 
NSW was covered by the sea and gradu-
ally geological activity pushed several 
thousand square kilometres of earth 
upwards to form a plateau almost a 
kilometre above sea level.

Streams and rivers formed by rain 
began flowing through the plateau 
creating tunnels and caves while chemi-
cal substances resulted in unusual and 
interesting formations growing on the 
walls and floors.

McKeown, who had robbed local 
settlers for years and cultivated a small 
farm in the valley,  was finally caught  
in 1838 by one of his victims (James 
Whalan), who had tracked him to his 
hideout cave in the hills.

People with an urge to travel often look interstate and overseas but ignore one of 
Australia’s most fascinating areas only 180 kilometres from Sydney and 70 from 
Katoomba, on the Great Dividing Range.

to notify Wilson of their plans before 
being allowed to travel to the area. 

Jenolan is now surrounded by a  
2,430 hectare wildlife reserve and can be 
reached by rail and road, has accommo-
dation and cafes, and welcomes visitors. 
It has been my pleasure to have been to 
Jenolan as an ordinary tourist and as 
part of a lodge group where we had an 
informal meeting in the main cave.

There are generally four types of 
caves, so named after their origin such 
as pore deposits, dripstones, flowstones 
and pool deposits. Pore deposits result 
from seepage, pool deposits are flowing 
terraces at pool edges, flowstones are 
formed by calcite films left by flowing 
water and are the bulkiest cave deposits.

But it is the dripstones which provide 
the highlight of a visit with their spec-
tacular limestone formations including 
stalactites which grow downwards from 
the ceiling, stalagmites which grow 
upwards from the floor and columns 
which occur when they meet and join.

Whalan and his brother Charles 
returned to further explore the area and 
particularly the caves. Charles and his 
two sons worked until 1867 as honorary 
guides after news had spread about the 
interesting formations.

In 1866 the NSW Government 
declared the caves and the local environ-
ment as a reserve and appointed local 
man Jeremiah Wilson as the official 
keeper of the caves. In those days, visi-
tors who wanted to see the caves had  

Millions of years  
ago this part of 

NSW was covered  
by the sea...
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four hours from Sydney. Coach tours  
for the day, direct from Sydney, have 
frequent stops at tourist attractions.

Whichever method of transport you 
use, a visitor can be assured of a fascinat-
ing stay at Jenolan, whether at the Caves 
House or a one-day sightseeing adven-
ture that will provide a talking point to 
fascinate friends and family.

It is hard to describe the beauty of 
the caves and the formations and the 
colour as you progress through the 
different areas, and it is easy to under-
stand why the formations are regarded 
as unique and a must for photographers.

In the early days, visitors had to stay 
overnight after being transported by 
horse and buggy from a nearby rail 
station. They walked through the caves 
on rough paths carrying candles for 
illumination and a blazing cloth lit  
and held by the guide to display a 
special feature.

Nowadays, expert guides lead visitors 
through the electrically lit caves in com-
plete safety over specially built path-
ways, pointing out features as they 
progress. Visitors have the choice of two 
types of caves to inspect – great natural 
arches which are open to all or the ‘dark 
caves’ which require a guide. Tours 
average about 90 minutes, special cloth-
ing is not needed but as some dampness 
can be encountered wearing solid shoes 
is recommended.

The natural arches most viewed  
by visitors include the Grand Arch 
which is 137 metres long and 24 metres 
high; the Carlotta Arch 6 metres long 

and 18 metres high, and the Devil’s 
Coachhouse 131 metres long.

There are multiple cave subsystems 
that can be explored. The Grand Arch 
leads north to the Imperial Cave and 
south to the Lucas Cave system and the 
Binoomea Series which was discovered 
in 1904.

For those with more time to spare, 
the marvels of Jenolan have the added 
attraction of the 2,430-hectare wildlife 
sanctuary of flora and fauna which has 
mostly remained untouched over the 
centuries.

There are well-made walking tracks 
and nature trails leading from the Caves 
House with clear signs explaining 
various points of geological and botani-
cal interest. Walk through the Grand 
Arch to the Blue Lake to see black swans 
and black ducks, throw some crumbs in 
the water and watch the rainbow trout 
fight for them. Bird life is abundant in 
the area and even rock wallabies can 
appear or a wombat taking a stroll.

After dinner, standing quietly may 
result in a possum checking to see 
whether you have any treats to give 
away, while the night is alive with bird 
and other sounds.

Jenolan can be reached by trains, 
coach or car. Trains link with the Jenolan 
coach at Mt Victoria, a journey lasting 

The stalagmite 
known as The 
Minaret, in the 
River cave.

Possibly the earliest-surviving image of the Grand Arch of Jenolan Caves, 
painted in 1861 by George Pickering. It is a rare view of the area before 

uncontrolled tourism in the 1880s damaged sections of the  caves.
Courtesy of the Mitchell Library, State Library of New South Wales
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Rethinking Solomon By W Bro Dr Philip Quadrio

A view of  
King Solomon

In fact, the author of Chronicles likely 
used Kings as source material and then 
tells a different story. In what follows I 
will focus mostly on Kings, which is 

older and is the most extensive text we 
have on Solomon. Later this year I will 
offer a follow-up article on Chronicles.

One commonly held view on the Book 
of Kings is that it lays substantial blame 
for the destruction of the Temple and the 
Babylonian Captivity at Solomon’s feet. 
God warns Solomon of both the possible 
destruction of the Temple and the Cap-
tivity at the Temple’s dedication. This is 
found in both Chronicles and Kings: 

‘if ye turn away, and forsake my statutes 
and my commandments…and shall go and 
serve other gods, and worship them; Then 
will I pluck them [your people] up by the 
roots out of my land which I have given 
them; and this house, which I have sancti-
fied for my name, will I cast out of my sight’ 
(2 Chronicles 7: 19–20*).

Ignoring or forgetting this warning, 
Solomon breaches the laws of 

In Masonry we celebrate Solomon as a good 
and wise king. The reasons are obvious, and a 
superficial look at 2 Chronicles seems to confirm 
the view. It is, however, important to look more 
closely, as the view presented in the Book of 
Kings is different. 

those cedars do not end up in Gods 
House but are used for building the 
Royal Palace – known as the House of 
the Forest of Lebanon. Here, if land is 
given to a foreign King, it is only partly 
to glorify God, because the larger part of 
the timber ends up building a house 
which will glorify the King.

There is, however, another issue 
bound up with Solomon’s interactions 
with King Hiram. Here we must remind 
ourselves of an important passage, 
Deuteronomy 17:16–17, which can be 
summarised as holding that a king: 

a) may not multiply** horses (and 
most explicitly not from Egypt); b) may 
not multiply wives, and c) may not accu-
mulate gold and silver. Sensible laws, 
preventing a king from accumulating 
personal benefits from his kingship.

But Solomon’s gift of land to Hiram, 
is not just about timber. Part of what he 
is repaying Hiram for is the delivery of 
gold. Well, Solomon has certainly been 

Deuteronomy and thereby the Torah. 
But how?

We start with a dodgy real-estate 
deal. In I Kings 9:10 we hear that, after 
the building was complete and in 
exchange for providing cedar wood and 
gold, Solomon gave Hiram of Tyre a gift 
of twenty towns in Galilee. While King 
Hiram is displeased with what Solomon 
gave him (payment on delivery is gener-
ally best), Solomon’s right to redistribute 
land promised by God to the Israelites is 
questionable. What is more, most of 

At seven hundred 
wives and three- 

hundred concubines, 
excess is clear.
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Indeed, he built temples to them.  
He not only multiples his wives, contrary 
to Deuteronomy, but becomes disloyal to 
God, discarding the warning he was given.

There is a lot more that could be said. 
Solomon indeed becomes a king in the 
model of Pharoah, a self-indulgent king, 
one more faithful to himself than his 
people. The author of Kings is, however, 
showing us something. It has been said 
that he is providing a theodicy (an 
account of God’s justice) by showing  
that adherence to the VSL is what God 
ultimately desires and that the destruc-
tion of the Temple and the Captivity of 
the people is a result of the flaws of their 
kings and here, particularly, the flawed 
and excessive nature of its primary 
builder. Hence the lesson to all masons 
and particularly Installed Masters: 

‘Note well your duties as shown you by 
the Three Great Lights, for the GAOTU loves 
adherence thereto more than anything else 
you may offer and deviance therefrom is, 
ultimately, a path of ruin’.

*  Bible quotations are from the King James 
Version

**   Translated as ‘accumulate’ in the New 
International Version

promised he will amass uncommon 
wealth, but he amasses vast quantities 
of precious metals from various sources, 
as discussed at 1 Kings 9 and 10; includ-
ing from the Queen of Sheba and the 
Kings of Arabia. Then, at 1 Kings 10:28 
we are told that Solomon also acquired 
large numbers of horses and chariots, 
many of which come from Egypt – 
expressly forbidden by Deuteronomy.

If this is not bad enough, Solomon 
then trades horses and chariots to the 
Hittites, supplies horses to the 
Canaanites and supplies arms to the 
Arameans. Whether or not these arms 
deals are prudent economically, the real 
question is national security: how does 
it benefit Israel to provision these 
nations with horses, chariots, and arms? 
Solomon is being neither wise nor fol-
lowing the Torah. Indeed, regular ques-
tions have been raised about whether 
Solomon is at all acting as the faithful 
king; rather he seems to be acting as the 
type of king described so disparagingly 
in both Deuteronomy and Samuel.

What about wives? Deuteronomy is 
clear: don’t accumulate wives or your 
‘heart may be led astray’. At seven 
hundred wives and three-hundred concu-
bines, excess is clear. Furthermore, many 
of these wives are from foreign nations 
and the first wife mentioned is Pharoah’s 
daughter! Clearly there are both political 
and trade advantages to such unions. But 
these are not loveless marriages of con-
venience, for 1 Kings 11:2 tells us he ‘held 
fast to them in love’. The cruellest cut is 
that through his wives Solomon: 

‘followed Ashtoreth the goddess of the 
Sidonians, and Molek the detestable god of 
the Ammonites. So Solomon did evil in the 
eyes of the Lord; he did not follow the Lord 
completely, as David his father had done’.  
(I Kings 11:5–6) 

King Solomon with his wives.  
by Giovanni Battista Venanzi, 1668. ...Solomon’s right  

to redistribute  
land promised  
by God to the 
Israelites is 

questionable.

The extravagance of Solomon’s court is on full display in The visit 
of the Queen of Sheba to King Solomon by Edward Poynter, 1890. 
This marvellous painting is currently exhibiting at the Art Gallery of 
New South Wales’ Grand Courts and is well worth seeing in person! 
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Famous mason By RW Bro Ted Simmons

Davo was an  
all-round hero

Alan Keith Davidson AM MBE 
was born in June 1929 in the 
small town of Lisarow on the 
NSW Central Coast and showed 

an early interest in sport, particularly 
cricket.

This led to a career featuring 44 Tests 
for Australia, 1,328 runs, 186 wickets at 
an average of 20.52 and 42 catches, an 
amazing record which stands high in 
Australian cricket history.

‘If he had played today you would not 
have had enough money to pay him. He 
was also brilliant in the field with the 
nickname of The Claw and could catch a 
mosquito flying past,’ said former Test 
captain Bill Lawry.

 Cricket NSW chief executive Lee 
Gannon said that Davidson made a 
massive contribution to the sport and 
was one of the greatest cricketers ever 
produced from NSW.

‘His involvement in cricket was far 
greater than just his outstanding playing 
career and his legacy will live on in the 
State for many years to come. He was a 
wonderful player, administrator, mentor 
and benefactor but most of all, he was a 
gentleman of the game,’ he said.

Davidson, who passed away in 
October 2021, served as a selector for 
the Australian team from 1979 to 1984, 
and after serving as a vice president for 
three years, in 1970 became president of 
the NSW Cricket Association, holding 
the post until 2003. 

Courage, commitment, practice and a willingness to learn  
took Alan Davidson from a young untrained boy to become  
an Australian sporting hero.

had 2-86 in the Second, dropped for  
the Third, recalled for the Fourth but 
managed only one wicket, and failed  
to take a wicket in the Fifth. 

He was injured early on the English 
tour but recovered in time for the First 
Test at Trent Bridge but he slipped in a 
foot mark during the first innings to 
chip an ankle bone with the injury 
forcing him totally out of action.

As a result of the finger spinners’ 
success in the 1956 tour, Australian 
captain Ian Johnson tried to convert 
Davidson into an orthodox spinner but 
it was not a success. Australia faced a 
fourth meeting with Laker and Lock,  
in a match against Surrey immediately 
after the two consecutive Test defeats 
and were skittled for 143. Only Davidson 
took the attack to the pair and made  
44 not out. 

Younger Test bowlers were needed 
following the retirement of long-serving 
players and Davidson and Benaud 
became training partners with daily 
practice through the winter off season 
to become Australia’s leading paceman 
and spinner when the team, led by Ian 
Craig, was announced for the 1957–58 
tour of South Africa.

Davidson started well in the opening 
two matches against Rhodesia, scoring 
an unbeaten 100 and 3/67 in the first 
and taking 5/36 and 2/22 in the second. 
Against Transvaal in South Africa, 
Davidson scored another 100 and  
took 4/62.

Davidson wasted little time getting 
into competitive cricket and he was 
playing in the Gosford second division 
at the age of nine and went on to repre-
sent Northern High Schools in the NSW 
Combined Public Schools competition. 
He started as an orthodox left arm spin 
bowler but switched permanently to 
fast bowling after filling a vacancy in a 
country match.

At the age of 19 he joined the 
Northern Districts grade club in  
Sydney and was selected to play for 
NSW, making his debut against South 
Australia where he took 4/32 in the first 
innings. In his first season for NSW he 
claimed 26 wickets and 110 runs and 
during his career in Sydney Grade 
Cricket, he scored 4,302 runs at 37.08 
and took 348 wickets at 13.69.

Davidson was chosen for the 1953 
Ashes tour to England after scoring 
87and 89 against Tasmania which fea-
tured a 167 partnership with Richie 
Benaud and the start of a ten years joint 
effort from the two all-rounders.

He was named in the team for the 
first Test as support for regular fast 
bowlers Keith Miller and Ray Lindwall 
and kept his place for all five Tests, 
finishing the tour with 944 runs, includ-
ing one century, five half centuries and 
50 wickets. 

England toured Australia in 1954–55 
with Davidson having mixed fortunes. 
He missed the First Test through injury, 
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hosts amassed 6/429 declared and then 
took three top-order wickets, removing 
Cammie Smith, Rohan Kanhai and Gary 
Sobers. He ended with 4/26 as the West 
Indies fell for 111 and lost by an innings. 

In the famous tied First Test in 
Brisbane Davidson showed his skills and 
stamina in becoming the first player to 
take ten wickets and accumulate more 
than a hundred runs in a match. 

In the series, he scored 212 runs and 
claimed 33 wickets to retain the Number 
One ranking in the ICC Test bowlers 
which he had won the previous year. 

The 1961 tour of England was 
Davidson’s overseas farewell taking 
5/63 against Glamorgan in the first 
innings and scoring an unbeaten 68. 
The First Test was drawn, he bowled 
with a back injury in the Second to take 
5/42 as England folded and Davidson 
celebrated his first Test victory on 
English soil. Australia lost the Third Test 
but won the Fourth and took the series 
with a drawn Fifth Test as Davidson 
ended his English tour as Australia’s 
leading bowler.

Davidson was initiated in Lodge 
Empire Temperance in January 1957.

In the First Test against South Africa 
at Johannesburg, he overcame pressure 
to take 6/34, his first haul of six wickets 
with the match being drawn. The team 
then moved to Cape Town to win the 
Second Test.

The Third Test was drawn. Australia 
won the Fourth while in the Fifth Test 
he took 4/44 and then 5/38 in the 
second innings for an eight wickets win. 
Davidson finished the tour with 72 
wickets at 15.13 and scored 813 runs. 

England toured Australia in 1958–59 
and Davidson started with 5/66 as 
Australia took the First Test in Brisbane 
by eight wickets. He had 6/64 in the 
Second Test in Melbourne and then 
collected 3/41 in the second innings for 
another eight wickets win. The Third 
Test was a draw but Australia won the 
remaining two as Davidson ended the 
series with 24 wickets and 180 runs.

He was again outstanding against 
India, opening with 3/22 in the First Test 
and held four catches in the second to 
give Australia an innings win. But it was 
a different story in the Second Test at 
Kanpur where they faced a dry pitch and 
searing temperatures. Although he 

snared 5/31 in the first innings and 
scored 41 runs and grabbed 7/93 in the 
second innings, the Indian spin attack 
was too strong in heat above 38 degrees 
Celsius and Australia recorded its first 
loss in 15 Tests.

Davidson was at his peak during the 
1960–61 series against West Indies and 
indicated what was in store when NSW 
played the tourists. He struck 88 as the 

Alan Davidson, taken in 2014
Photo by Naparazzi

CALLING ALL LODGE SECRETARIES! Got an event coming up? Let masons all over the state know, and support 
your magazine! List for as little as $12.50 per issue ($50 for four listings). Email freemason@apmgraphics.com.au.  

What’s on?EVENTS, NOTICES AND INVITATIONS FROM AROUND THE JURISDICTION

International Order of the Rainbow for Girls

Rainbow Girls Meetings
Now meet on 4th Sunday of  
each month at 11.00 am at the  
Blacktown Masonic Centre  
5/1 Carnegie Place, Blacktown

For further details please phone  
Talese on 0401 213 800 or  
email: Talese_s@hotmail.com  

Lodge Morning Star No 410

Our centenary year!
Help us celebrate Lodge Morning 
Star’s 100th year by visiting our  
lodge. We meet on the fourth  
Monday each month. Contact us  
at email@lodgemorningstar.com

Visit us today – at 100 years old  
we’re not getting any younger!
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Lodge Mayfield Daylight No 493

Calling Newcastle masons
Newcastle’s only daylight lodge  
welcomes masons unavailable for or  
cautious about night-time meetings!
2nd Tuesday of every month.  
Tyling at 9:30am. Lunch $10.  
New Lambton Masonic Centre. 
For details call 02 4968 4511.

Lodge Bland No 337

What’s on at Lodge Bland
We meet at the Masonic Centre in West 
Wyalong on the 3rd Thursday in the Spring 
and Autumn.

For details, contact:

Phone 0403 405 519  
or email scas@aapt.net.au  

Lodge Highway No 837

Lodge Highway  
Reinstallation
Lodge Highway will be holding their 
Reinstallation on Saturday 12 August. 
Visitors are most welcome! 
Tyling at 4.00pm. For more details  
please email the secretary at  
lodgehwy837@gmail.com

The Ancient and Accepted  
Scottish Rite for Scotland

New Scottish Rite website!
Have you ever wondered what it takes to 
join the Scottish Rite? Browse our new 
website at www.scottishrite.com.au  
to learn more! 

For details and membership inquiries,  
email pgs.nsw@scottishrite.com.au 

mailto:lodgehwy837%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.scottishrite.com.au


In April, Lifeblood’s reserves of its 
emergency blood type (O negative) 
dropped to their lowest level in  
12 months. ‘The need for blood is often 
unplanned and urgent,’ explained Cath 
Stone, Lifeblood’s Executive Director of 
Donor Services. ‘This rare blood type is 
in high demand because it can be given 
in emergency situations where a 
patient’s blood group is unknown,’  
Ms Stone said.

O negative makes up 15% of hospital 
orders across Australia, but fewer than 7% 
of the population have that blood type. 

Recruiting new O negative blood 
donors is an ongoing challenge as most 
people don’t know their blood type unless 
they’ve had a blood transfusion or have 
their blood type tested.

Lifeblood is asking people to talk to 
their families and encourage them to 
donate.

Australia has half a million active 
donors (502,019 in 2020/21) and each 
year around 100,000 people in Australia 
donate blood for the first time. If you are 
18 to 75 years old and are feeling well, 
you may be able to donate blood.

It’s quick and easy. Each blood  
donation is around 470ml. Within 
24–48 hours of donating, your body  
will have fully restored your blood 
volume. There are 76 permanent donor 
centres across Australia, and 21 mobile 
or pop-up donor centres that will visit 
over 300 locations this year.
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World Blood Donor Day By Lynne Clay

A call to action 

There are eight basic blood 
types, A, AB, B and O, each of 
which can be positive or nega-
tive. A landmark study of 1.3 

million Australian patients and nearly 
half a million blood donors has found 
the nation’s blood types have become 
more ‘positive’, citing an increase in 
ethnic diversity as the likely cause. This 
research is the first to look at Australian 
patient data, providing a more accurate 
picture of the nation’s blood types.

Blood donor data from the early 1990s 
indicated approximately 19% of the 
population had a negative blood type, 
including 9% who were O negative – the 
universal blood type. However, this land-
mark study, conducted by Australian Red 
Cross Lifeblood lead researcher Dr Rena 
Hirani, uses patient data, which is more 
reflective of the population, to show that 
in fact only 14% of the population have a 
negative blood type, and importantly, just 
6.5% are O negative.

As blood type is determined by a 
person’s genetic background in a similar 

Did you know that some of the most ‘positive’ people in 
Australia are those in New South Wales? We’re talking 
about blood types of course!

way to eye, skin and hair colour, 
researchers found changes in blood 
types match immigration patterns.

‘This leads to a corresponding diver-
sity in the people who need medical 
treatment – and their blood types, 
which gives us insight into what to 
expect from hospitals and donors in the 
future,’ said Dr Hirani.

14 June is World 
Blood Donor Day

Lifeblood needs more than 1.6 million 
donations every year to meet the 

demand for blood and blood products.

We encourage you to consider donating!

Plasma is a powerful part of blood that can 
be used in 18 different life-giving ways: 
protection against tetanus, supporting 
patients with severe kidney diseases, 
treating complications from severe burns, 
protecting people with immune deficien-
cies, treating brain disorders, and helping 

stop critical bleeding – these are just some 
of the vital ways plasma is used.

Demand for plasma is at an all-time 
high. There are currently 182,000 plasma 
donors in Australia. Lifeblood needs at least 
250,000 donors to support Australia’s 
growing plasma needs. 

Australia is one of the highest  
per capita consumers of immuno globulin 
(antibodies found in blood plasma). This 
growth is being driven by more accurate 
diagnoses of treatments, plasma products 
being prescribed to treat more conditions 

and because we’re lucky enough to have a 
healthcare system in Australia that gives 
us access to them.

You can donate plasma by itself.  
It’s a lot like giving blood, and just as 
rewarding. It can take up to 15 plasma 
donations to make a single dose of some 
plasma medicines, which is why so many 
donors are needed.

Medical research and innovation are 
finding new uses for plasma treatments, 
meaning more plasma will be needed in 
the future.

What about 

Plasma?



www.masons.org.au June 2022 29

Helping the VRA

The funding was to secure the 
purchase of two iPads and 
brackets for mounting them  
in their operational vehicles.

A formal presentation was made  
on Sunday 27 March 2022 at the Alison 
Homestead in Wyong where the Squad 
gave a demonstration of their equipment. 
This was well received by those who 
attended the fundraising event for the 
Smith Family and was hosted by Free-
masons from the Central Coast District.

Deputy Captain Scott Wilkins said 
that the iPads are of great assistance  
to communications and effectively 
improved their response times by at  
least four minutes.

The iPads provide a communication 
link to their base of operations and 
assist in reporting on and guiding to 
incidents.  

The Rescue Squad greatly appreci-
ated the assistance provided by Free-
masons on the Central Coast.

Freemasons on the Central Coast are 
proud supporters of local community 
volunteer organisations and charities.

L–R: Steve McLeod, Rescue Operator;  
Geoff Bown, FotCC Chairman;  

Scott Wilkins, Treasurer and Deputy Captain; 
and Scott Doorey, Rescue Operator

Photographs by Geoff Bown

Freemasons 
to the rescue
Freemasons on the Central Coast (FotCC) recently 
responded to a request for funding from the Central 
Coast Volunteer Rescue Squad, part of the NSW Volunteer 
Rescue Association (NSW VRA).

The Rescue Squad 
greatly appreciated 

the assistance...

Who are the Volunteer 
Rescue Association?
The NSW VRA will respond to just 
about any incident. This can include; 
Motor Vehicle, Domestic, Industrial, 
Inland water, Cave rescue, Cliff/ 
vertical rescue, Emergency Lighting, 
Traffic Control, Body Recoveries, 
Animal rescues, Driver Reviver,  
Alpine/Snow, and other incidents  
that can occur. 

They also assist the other NSW 
Emergency Services like NSW Rural Fire 
Service, NSW State Emergency Service, 
NSW Police Service, NSW Ambulance 
Service, and Fire & Rescue NSW.

Apart from NSW Government 
funding, the NSW VRA continues to rely 
on the generous donations and other 
support from the local communities 
they serve. They especially rely on the 
help and support of many businesses, 
along with local clubs and associations, 
too many to be mentioned. 

The other essential reason for the 
success of the Rescue Squad is the 
volunteers. The NSW VRA, like our other 
emergency services, relies on volunteers 
to run and work in our Squads and we 
can never have enough. 

Without this support, the squads 
would not exist.
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Masonicare in action By W Bro Joe Corrigan

Former Police  
for Police
The Police Post Trauma Support Group was founded 
in 2005 when a number of former police officers 
began to meet informally over coffee to discuss stress 
related issues they had been experiencing arising from 
their work. After a few meetings, other police officers 
contacted the group and joined the meetings.

Most meetings centred around 
individuals talking about 
their experience, how they 
were coping, what strategies 

they were using, and the affect PTSD or 
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder had on 
their life, their family and work situa-
tion. It soon became apparent that the 
coffee club approach had become inade-
quate, and a more formalised structured 
approach was needed.

In 2006, these group meetings 
became formalised and moved into a 
peer support model. The group decided 
to meet at the Campbelltown Catholic 
Club, where its meetings are still held. 
This vital support network for our front-
line police responders had since become 
a registered charity.

In 2007, as membership grew  
in north NSW and outer Sydney, the  
Mid North Coast and the Hawkesbury 
branches were established.  

Today these include the Mid North 
Coast Branch in Wauchope, the Hawkes-
bury Branch in Windsor, a branch at 
Wagga Wagga in the Riverina, Alstonville 
in the Northern Rivers, and the Central 
Coast. Each branch is supported in its 
activities by a chaplain.

The work of the group is in constant 
demand not only in NSW but in all 
Australian jurisdictions and, as the first 
support group of its kind worldwide, has 
paved the way for positive change and 
better support for serving and former 
police. 

Recently Lodge Oorana No 1053, 
known as The Police Lodge, through  
a series of fundraising activities raised 
$3,000 for the group, and in partnership 
with Masonicare were proud to present 
a cheque for $6,000 to group president 
and co-founder Esther McKay in the 
presence of the Grand Master.

This year the lodge hosted the 
Hon Matt Kean, Treasurer of NSW 
and Minister for the Environment. 
He spoke about his perspective 

of Anzac – both historical and contempo-
rary. Of special interest to his audience 
were the stories of local Diggers and the 
sacrifices made by local families.

Later in the South a formal 
presentation was made to Legatee 
Stephen Hopwood, Chairman of Hornsby 
Division of Legacy, of more than $10,000 
including $3,000 from Masonicare. 
Legatee Hopwood spoke about the day 
to day support that Legacy provides to 
dependants of service personnel who 
have given their lives or health in the 
service of Australia.

A truly exceptional catered meal  
was served and greatly appreciated  
by brethren and guests.

Big ideas 
at a small 
lodge
At its 2021 Anzac 
commemoration, Lodge 
Wahroonga’s guest 
speaker was General  
Sir Peter Cosgrove. 

Above: Steve Hopwood (left) and W Bro 
Rob Chapman IPM (right)
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On Thursday 7 April, Bro 
Adam Howard was passed  
to the second degree in the 
presence of MW Bro Les 

Hicks and an impressive delegation of 
some twenty Grand Lodge Officers. Bro 
Howard was an exceptional candidate, 
demonstrating proficiency and qualities 
expected of a potential future leader in 
Freemasonry. In the South the Grand 
Master discussed the need for charity 
and highlighted the Grand Master’s 
Relief Fund focusing on the recent 
floods. All present agreed it was an 
educational and memorable night.

The following night, Freemasons 
Cessnock ran a charity poker night for 
men’s mental health with all profits 
raised going to Cessnock Supports, a 
community led programme providing 
counselling, education and peer 
support. Freemasons Cessnock has 
partnered with Cessnock Supports to 
assist in the formation of men-specific 
interventions, as one in eight men will 
experience depression at some stage in 
their lifetime, and one in five will expe-
rience anxiety at some point. This was 
the first poker night run by Freemasons 
Cessnock and together with the help of 
a Masonicare Interaction Grant, $1,380 
was raised to assist in starting this 
Cessnock specific programme.

A special mention has to go to Tim 
McDonnell from WPT (World Poker 
Tour), for donating four poker tables for 
the night; to Ben Johnson for donating 

his time to run the event and help new 
players to learn the game; to Bro Mick 
Hollow of Lodge Cessnock for organis-
ing and overseeing the whole event and 

lastly a big thank you to all those people 
and organisations who donated prizes 
for the night with a special thank you  
to RW Bro Tom Muir PAGM, for his 
extremely generous gifts.

Freemasons Cessnock had several 
raffles and games throughout the night 
and found this a happy and successful 
way to raise funds for the charity. 
Cessnock Supports thanked Freemasons 
Cessnock for their support and said 
these funds would go to establishing  
a Sunday afternoon drop-in program 
aimed at building coping, grieving skills 
and emotional awareness. Cessnock 
Supports also aims to dedicate two staff 
members to the Cessnock programmes 
in the coming months.

Together, these two events formed a 
massive masonic week in Cessnock!

Freemasons Cessnock had two busy nights in April; 
passing a brother in the presence of the MW Grand 
Master, followed by a charity poker night.

Two big nights at  
Lodge Cessnock! 

L–R: W Bro Southam, Bro Howard,  
MW Bro Les Hicks

The charity poker night raised $1,380 
with the help of Masonicare.

http://www.terrymccallum.com.au
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Associated orders

An historic re-enactment 

This is what happened when the 
delayed ceremonial installation 
of RW Bro Robert Drake PJGW 
as the First Grand Principal  

and Grand Master (GZ) of the United 
Supreme Grand Chapter of New South 
Wales and the Australian Capital 
Territory took place in March.

RW Bro Frank Radcliff PDGM, the 
foundation GZ, was invited to what 
should have been RW Bro Drake’s full 
installation ceremony in September 2021.

Of course this was delayed due to 
Covid requirements and, in due course, 
the ceremony of installation was held at 
the Manly Novotel in March this year.  
The 94 year old RW Bro Radcliff honoured 
his original acceptance and was there.

Just weeks later he passed to the 
Grand Lodge above, having been pre-
sented with a certificate marking his  
70 year membership of the Royal Arch 

Every now and then the planets perfectly align and events transpire to transform  
a regular event into an historic event.

Order and being seen at a masonic 
meeting for the first time in many years.

When chronicling the event, it is 
hard to ignore the fact that in reviewing 
the occasion the ceremony of installing 
a GZ was overlayed with the signifi-
cance of the last masonic appearance  
of a great man in Masonry who has  
left a long and enduring legacy.

RW Bro Dr Frank Radcliff PDGM 
CMH, was instrumental in the 1980 
combination of a number of Orders into 
what is now the United Supreme Grand 
Chapter of Mark and Royal Arch Masons.

He was also respected for his capac-
ity to understand, translate and author 
masonic ritual that was true to ancient 
texts to the extent that he was regarded 
as a very important advisor on the 
structure and content of masonic ritual 
in many orders of the jurisdiction.

‘In retrospect I had no idea that my 
original invitation for him to attend my 
installation would be so profound.’ said 
RW Bro Drake.

‘My installation was delayed due to 
what we now accept are the normal 
repercussions of Covid, but RW Bro 
Radcliff made it clear that he would 
attend if it were physically possible.

‘Fortunately the date of the ceremony 
of my installation fell short of his even-
tual death and so we were able to meet 
with him for one last time, although at 
that time nobody had any idea this would 
be the case.

‘I want to thank RW Bro John Armfield 
PDGM who kept in close contact with 
RW Bro Radcliff and was one of his most 
frequent visitors for ensuring he attended 
and was returned to his residence.’

For many Brethren and Companions, 
the unexpected appearance of RW Bro 
Radcliff was a great delight.

There were lots of photos, reminis-
cences and shared experiences con-
veyed which clearly had a deep and 
emotional effect on RW Bro Radcliff.

According to RW Bro Armfield, on 
the journey home RW Bro Radcliff was 

There is no  
doubt about the  

close link between 
Craft and Royal  
Arch Masonry

By VW Bro Alan Gale 

Newly invested RW Bro Drake  
is taken to be installed by 
predecessor RW Bro John Anderson 
Photo courtesy of Romy Nieto
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very animated and very pleased that he 
had caught up with so many brethren 
he knew and respected.

‘RW Bro Radcliff was clearly very 
involved in the event and thoroughly 
enjoyed being back amongst his breth-
ren and I can say he thoroughly enjoyed 
greeting many old friends.’ RW Bro 
Armfield said.

‘It was clear to me that being at that 
meeting was very important to him and 
he had thoroughly enjoyed renewing a 
lot of friendships and acquaintances.’

Without wishing to overlay the nature 
of fate and circumstance too much, there 
is a certain serendipity that RW Bro 
Radcliff’s last masonic meeting, held 
shortly before his death, should have 
been so significant and provided him 
with a last and great enduring memory  
of the brotherhood of Freemasonry.

RW Bro Drake’s ceremony of installa-
tion drew representations from all the 
other Australian jurisdictions of Royal 
Arch and Mark Freemasonry as well as  
a strong delegation from the UGL NSW 

& ACT, led by MW Bro Derek Robson 
AM CMH PGM.

‘There is no doubt about the close 
link between Craft and Royal Arch 
Masonry.’ MW Bro Robson told the 
gathering.

‘We are all of one company and it  
is an honour to be here. We all wish 
Robert Drake every success for his  
term in office.’

The venue at the Novotel Manly 
Pacific proved to be attractive to 

Brethren and Companions and the 
number who attended exceeded those 
who had previously booked for the 
delayed 2021 event.

A special reduced demonstration 
ceremony was created for the event.

The result was a shorter ceremony 
that still paid respect to the landmarks of 
the order and ensured due respect was 
paid to all those who had taken office.

The officers for the coming year were 
duly ceremonially invested and those 
who attended from other jurisdictions 
in Australia were duly recognised.

In the banquet that followed the  
chef ‘Luigi Fettucine’ emerged from the 
kitchen and captivated the audience 
with operatic splendour.

It was also RW Bro Drake’s 60th 
birthday and his Companions did not  
let him forget that fact.

There was of course a large birthday 
cake baked by his wife Penny and a very 
large and special gift presented by the 
Companions of his local district.

The 94 year old  
RW Bro Radcliff 

honoured his  
original acceptance 

and was there.

RW Bro Radcliffe (centre) with GZs Robert Drake, 
Robert Peattie, John Anderson and Ted Keenahan 
Photo courtesy of Terry McCallum

Top: The Grand Lodge delegation, led by  
MW Bro Derek Robson. 
Photo courtesy of Terry McCallum

Above: The brethren were treated to 
operatic entertainment from the kitchen.



Beyond the Craft By VW Bro Alan Gale 

Universal  
Freemasonry

Order of the Secret Monitor 
or Brotherhood of David and 
Jonathan
The origin of the Order is said to be traced 
to a secret society in Holland formed to 
protect the lives of families facing reli-
gious persecution in the late 1500s. Some 
300 years later it appeared in the USA as 
an order of dubious intentions and said 
to be offensive to sincere masons.

Central to the Order and probably 
unique in Masonry is the role of the four 
officers in each Conclave known as the 
Visiting Deacons, who have the com-
bined duty of contacting all members 
on their list to ascertain whether they 
be in danger or distress, fallen into ill 
health or in need of fraternal help.

Each Deacon will give a verbal  
report on his charges at each meeting. 
The Supreme Ruler of the Conclave is 
charged as responsible for this process 
at his Installation.

Founded on the Grand Principles of 
brotherly and disinterested love, the 
Order is known as The Order of David 
and Jonathan. Much of the ritual is 
based on a story of the Old Testament 
characters from the book of Samuel. 

Traditional history follows the highs 
and lows of the complicated, politically 
charged but very deep friendship 
between David before he became King 
and Jonathan the son of the then King 
Saul and the heir apparent.

The three degrees of Craft Masonry (should) leave all thinking 
Candidates with the same question: ‘What’s next?’ In this 
second of five articles looking at Masonic Orders that are 
‘beyond the Craft’, VW Bro Alan Gale discusses three Orders 
that retain the ‘universal’ aspect of Craft Freemasonry, being 
open to Master Masons who believe in a Supreme Being.

Slaters, Paviors, Plaisterers and Bricklayers 
or, more simply, The Operatives; this is 
essentially a masonic ritual preservation 
society.

Its rituals are seen as a continuation 
of the work of the operative lodges prior 
to the early 1700s that were collated 
around 1910.

As can be expected from the name, the 
instruction in the society concentrates far 
more on the practical application of build-
ing and its tools than the speculative. 
Indeed, at various times in the ceremo-
nies, the candidate is informed that 
aspects covered in Speculative Free-
masonry need not be repeated.

Of the seven degrees in the system, 
the first four are clearly parallels to those 
of the Craft’s Entered Apprentice, Fellow-
craft, Mark Man and Mark Master degrees. 
The instruction moves from working on 
the rough ashlar to qualifying as a fellow 
of the Craft (by preparing a perfect stone), 
marking stones for their positions in the 
building and finally setting stones in 
their places in the temple.

The fifth and sixth degrees have no 
parallels in Craft Masonry. The former is 
concerned with qualifying as an over-
seer or superintendent, the latter in 
becoming a passed (not past) Master in 
the Arts and Sciences and thus becom-
ing eligible to take full command of the 
workers of the building site. Installed 
Craft Masters will see the obvious link.

The seventh degree is Master Mason. 
The mason who attains this rank is in 
charge of the whole building operation, 

There are three Degrees. In the first, 
that of Secret Monitor, the candidate is 
taught a beautiful lesson of friendship and 
fidelity. The second is that of Prince and is 
based on David’s attempts to thwart the 
jealous King Saul, while refusing to take 
the life of the one anointed by God.

The third, Supreme Ruler, is the Install-
ation of the Master of the Conclave.

Qualification for Membership
Master Mason in good standing, by 
invitation.

Further Information
Contact: Ian Craven 
Phone: 0419 269 379 
Email: ipcraven@bigpond.com 

The Worshipful Society of 
Freemasons (The Operatives)
Fully known as The Worshipful Society of 
Free Masons, Rough Masons, Wallers, 
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Jewel of  
The Operatives’  
Seventh Degree

Much of the ritual  
is based on a story  

of the Old Testament 
characters...
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The Order of the Allied 
Masonic Degrees
For the 50 years after 1845, masonic 
activity in England could almost be 
described as frenetic. In many parts  
of the country, degrees which had lan-
guished for 30 years were restored to life 
and a number of Grand or controlling 
bodies were resuscitated or formed.

By 1880 there remained a few degrees 
considered worthwhile and valuable but 
not under a Grand control. As there were 
but a handful of lodges of each of these, it 
was deemed to be unwise to form Grand 
bodies for each. Thus, the Grand Council 
of the Order of the Allied Masonic 
Degrees was constituted to take charge  
of these homeless degrees.

Today, five degrees are worked. 
Separate and distinct, they may be  
taken in any order. They are:

St Lawrence the Martyr, which uses 
the martyrdom of Lawrence in Rome in 
the late 3rd century to teach the lessons 
of fortitude and humility.

Knight of Constantinople, which 
teaches humility and universal equality 
through an action reportedly taken by 
Constantine the Great to curb the arro-
gance of his nobles.

Grand Tilers of Solomon warns 
against carelessness and hasty judge-
ment by using the story of a faithful 
mason unwittingly gaining unentitled 
access to a particular area during the 
building of the temple.

Red Cross of Babylon appears in a 
number of forms in a number of masonic 
systems. It uses the difficulties the Jewish 
people faced rebuilding their city and 
temple following their return from the 
Babylonian captivity to stress many of 
the teachings of Masonry with a particu-
lar emphasis on the importance of truth.

Grand High Priest is based on the 
preparation and anointing of the Jewish 
high priest.

All administrative work is carried out 
in the degree of St Lawrence the Martyr, 
the only one of the five with a chair degree 
attached. Although two of these degrees 
have Christian undertones, brethren of all 
religious persuasions can and do join.

Qualifications for Membership
Master Mason and Royal Arch Mason in 
good standing.

from the drawing of the plans to the 
choice of site, positioning of the centre of 
the building and the construction itself.

Qualification for Membership
Freemasons who are Master Masons, 
Mark Master Masons and Royal Arch 
Masons in good standing. For promo-
tion beyond the Fifth Degree, a member 
must have been installed as a Master in 
a Craft Lodge and a Mark Lodge.

Further Information:
Contact: Norm Reynolds 
Phone: 0419 246 150  
Email: reynolds_ne@hotmail.com

The Masonic Order  
of Athelstan
The Masonic Order of Athelstan relatively 
recently grew out of the shared interests 
of a number of like-minded individuals in 
the origins of Freemasonry. Their research 
culminated in the creation of a series of 
degrees based on the Saxon Chronicles 
and the life and symbolism of King 
Athelstan.

The Order is based on the historic 
records of the life and the legend of King 
Athelstan. The focus of the Order is to 
show how this early reference to the 
importance of Masonry in English 
history was significant for the develop-
ment of Speculative Freemasonry.

The Masonic Order of Athelstan por-
trays the story of a Master Mason being 

called to York in 926 AD to receive the 
Ancient Charges from the king. The ritual 
contains a great deal of symbolism still 
seen in some lodges and a great deal that 
is not currently worked. It culminates in 
an historical oration which takes the 
candidate through the development of 
the various Grand Lodges ending in 1813 
with the formation of the United Grand 
Lodge of England.

Like other masonic ceremonies, 
many legends are used to tell a story and 
portray moral values. The legend of the 
York Assembly of 926 AD is used as the 
framework and conduit for the Athelstan 
ceremonial workings. The Master Mason 
is summoned to the York assembly for 
further instruction of masonic ritual and 
symbolism and, in doing so, follows the 
historic development of the Craft over 
the following centuries.

The aim of the Masonic Order of 
Athelstan is to encourage and prompt 
its members into actual further study 
and research. As such, each candidate is 
carefully chosen for their interest in 
masonic history and is ‘Instructed’ into 
the Order. Since its formal beginning, 
the Order has come to mean different 
things to different people. For some it is 
historic and educational; for others it is 
rich in symbolism and a vehicle to keep 
a great deal of old ritual alive; for yet 
others it is where good friends meet to 
share knowledge, thinking, friendship 
and good company.

The Inner Workings of an Eminent 
Prior deal with the earliest passing of 
the veils ceremony and the Kabbalistic 
explanation of the four banners of the 
Royal Arch.

The Inner Working of a Worshipful 
Master or Grand Master of Speculative 
Masons is based on the betrayal of 
Athelstan by Prince Edwin and finally 
the reward Order of the Scarlet Mantle is 
awarded to Knights who had given meri-
torious service both to the Order and to 
their Court.

Qualifications for Membership
Invitational to Craft Masons and Royal 
Arch Companions in good standing.

Further Information
Contact: Arthur Macken 
Phone: 0438 767 264 
Email: armacken48@gmail.com 

The Order is based 
on the historic 

records of the life 
and the legend of 
King Athelstan.
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Lodge of Sorrow By W Bro Frank Avati and others

A fond farewell

Unfortunately, Warwick passed 
to the Grand Lodge above 
before the event. So a Lodge  
of Sorrow was conducted in 

his honour in the presence of the Grand 
Master and MW Bro Jamie Melville  
PGM (both of whom, together with the 
Worshipful Master, spoke movingly 
about Warwick). 

Warwick made significant contribu-
tions to Freemasonry, as Worshipful 

In 2021 W Bro Frank Avati the Worshipful Master of The Sydney 
Lodge No 1020 (TSL) had planned a March 2022 tribute to 
their Patron, RW Bro Warwick Francis Boyling RFD ED PDGM.

Scout leader, a Wine Judge, Patron of 
Rothbury Estate Society, Registrar of 
UNSW Graduates Club, Australian 
Shriner Ambassador, a Director of 
NRMA, and in a Community Fire Unit. 

Lesser-known facts were revealed:

Warwick was the first CMF officer  
to earn a fixed wing light aircraft pilot’s 
licence.

In the 1960s Warwick had been a 
superb computer salesman for IBM and 
his systems analysis skills were used to 
the full in his subsequent work creating 
the first computerised membership 
database for UGL in the early 1970s.

Lodge Room Two was filled with 
members and past members of The 
Sydney Lodge and fraternals from Lodges 
Jerusalem, Tranquillity and Galileo. Those 
who viewed Warwick’s funeral service or 
attended the Lodge of Sorrow were 
impressed by his achievements despite 
his being legally disabled for many years 
after a severe spinal injury. During the 
Lodge of Sorrow, Warwick’s presence was 
felt when his picture fell off its easel! 
When Lodge Galileo’s Bro Daniel 
Tambasco, an opera singer, sung Ave 
Maria, brethren imagined that Warwick 
heard it in the Grand Lodge above.

There was no South, but over  
drinks and canapes, attendees wit-
nessed a photo presentation and 
exchanged fond memories of grand 
deeds, sumptuous meals, and memora-
ble wines. Warwick’s achievements in 
Freemasonry provide an example for 
future generation of masons. 

Master of The Royal Empire Lodge, The 
Sydney Lodge and Leinster Marine, and 
in other Orders. He was a great organiser, 
and many will remember the ceremo-
nies, dinners, receptions, and fraternal 
visits that were the fruits of his enthusi-
asm. The Worshipful Master announced 
that a charitable foundation would be 
established in Warwick’s memory.

Warwick’s achievements outside 
Freemasonry included serving as a 

A toast in 
memory of 
RW Bro 
Boyling 
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from around NSW & ACTMasonic news

Lodge Mark Owen held its 70th installa-
tion at the Double Bay Masonic Centre 
early in February.

The event had been originally sched-
uled to be held in July 2021 during the 
lodge’s platinum (70th year) jubilee; of 
course COVID-19 intervened.

Serendipitously, the lodge history was 
marked by this occasion as the Worshipful 
Master, VW Bro George Shenouda, was 
installed for the first time 35 years ago,  
35 years after the Lodge was consecrated.

In another trivial coincidence, despite 
the limitation on the number of attendees, 
the attendance of seventeen Grand Officers 
ensured that all ranks in the Craft were 
represented, from a Past Grand Master to 
an Entered Apprentice Freemason.

The Assistant Grand Master, RW Bro 
Khristian Albano, during his response to 
the toast to the Grand Master, led the 
brethren in two songs.

The first was to MW Bro Jamie Melville 
PGM who chose to celebrate his actual 
birthday with the brethren that evening. 
MW Bro Melville was especially surprised 
as he had not mentioned his birthday to 
the brethren.

The second song was to honour VW 
Bro John Borg PDGIW as the installation 
was the last time that he would attend 
Lodge Mark Owen before migrating to 
Denmark. Further presentations were 
made to him by the Worshipful Master  
to remind him of his popularity within  
the lodge.

Lodge Mark Owen No 828

Lodge Mark  
Owen installation

The new master 
of Lodge Mark 
Owen being 
welcomed by 
brethren during 
the south.

W Bro Robert Hendren received his 
40-year jewel at the meeting of Lodge 
Leeton-Yanco on 11 March 2022, pre-
sented to him by the Worshipful Master, 
RW Bro Peter Simpson. 

Robert was initiated into Lodge 
Leopold in Narrandera in 1981. Lodge 
Leopold amalgamated with Leeton- 
Yanco in 2012, where Robert now holds  
the position of DC. Robert has only been  
in the two lodges in his forty years in 
Freemasonry. Congratulations Robert!

Lodge Leeton-Yanco No 313

Robert’s 
40-year 
jewel

L–R: W Bro Robert Hendren, RW Bro 
Peter Simpson

On the level
Sharing your stories from around the jurisdiction
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Lodge Morning Star No 410 

Freemasonry celebrates  
100 years on the Peninsula

Lodge Morning Star celebrated its  
100-year anniversary in the presence  
of the Grand Master, MW Bro Lesley  
N Hicks, the Assistant Grand Master  
and 33 Grand Lodge Officers.

The Lodge was consecrated as Lodge 
Morning Star Temperance No 410 at  
Woy Woy on 4 February 1922 in the old 
Presbyterian Church Hall and was formed 
to meet the needs of the brethren of the 
Woy Woy Peninsula area. 

The charter was granted with the proviso 
that the Tyler made frequent patrols around 
the outside of the hall. Due to the area 
being flood prone the hall was built on stilts 
and it was felt that there was a credible risk 
that intruders could hide beneath the hall 
and listen to our ‘secret’ meetings.

In those early days, with no roads in or 
out of the district, no electricity or piped 
water, some original members travelled to 
meetings by small boat via the waterways. 
To make this easier, meetings were organ-
ised on the Monday nearest the full moon 
– allowing the trip across open water to be 
made safer, travelling home by the light of 
‘that bright Morning Star’.

Rehearsal meetings were held in the 
produce store of one of the past masters, 
with bales of hay and bags of wheat used 
as furniture. The Volume of the Sacred 
Law came from Scotland in 1873, with a 
Wesleyan lay preacher and is still in use 
today.

Lodge Morning Star moved into the Woy 
Woy Masonic Hall built by Chapter Albert 
Josephson (in Railway Street, opposite the 

station) in 1926 and in June 2005 they 
relocated to the Gosford Masonic Centre 
which was originally in William Street, 
Gosford until February 2016 when it moved 
to Mann Street, Gosford.

From its humble beginnings, Lodge 
Morning Star has always given service  
to the Central Coast community with 
members involved in local government, 
including as shire presidents and mayors; 
others have been postmasters, fire fighters, 
bus company proprietors and owners of an 
assortment of businesses. Members have 
long been heavily involved in the Ocean 
Beach Surf Life Saving Club (also celebrat-
ing 100 years’ service to the Peninsula this 
year) with some filling the role of president. 
As it was originally established in Woy Woy, 
the lodge’s charity work is focussed largely 
on the Peninsula.

The Master of Lodge Morning Star W Bro 
Matthew Harrison, who served as Master 
for two terms, vacated the Chair in favour 
of VW Bro William Silvester PDGIW, the 
lodge’s senior past master (WM in 1975).

The Working Tools were presented by 
three Master Masons and the Charges by 
three Past Masters all delivered in a most 
capable manner. 

At the appropriate time the Grand 
Master addressed the lodge and congrat-
ulated the members and the lodge for 
their continued support and service to  
the community by setting a superb 
example, supporting charity, building 
bridges between lodges and local com-
munity groups. 

Freemasons from as far afield as 
Sydney and Coffs Harbour attended the 
celebration.

At the Installation banquet W Bro Ray 
Benton (WM in 1997) presented a con-
densed version of the lodge’s history, high-
lighting many early members and their good 
standing within the community – such men 
as Charles J. Staples, Don Leggett, Bill 
Bullion, James Morris, Rod Radford, Arthur 
Young, H. Margin, Albert Josephson, Eric and 
Rupert Riley among others. 

The lodge’s oldest member, Bro Wes 
Weir is over 95 years old, has been a mason 
since 1952 and was congratulated enthu-
siastically by the Grand Master before being 
presented with his 70-year certificate. 

The festive board was very lively with 
catering provided by Miranda Browne and 
her girls from The Entrance Food Hub Inc. 
The Food Hub is a community based, not 
for profit organisation providing meals to 
the underprivileged and is a recipient of 
the lodge’s support.

To mark its centenary, the lodge has 
produced a masonic jewel and a book 
detailing its 100 years of history. 

Lodge Morning Star is already a lodge 
to be proud of and there is every indica-
tion that this installation is another step-
ping stone in the growth and excellence  
of this lodge, as Master Masons occupy 
the chairs from Junior Warden to Tyler and 
with six Entered Apprentices in their ranks 
the future appears bright.

A formal centenary diner is planned for 
later in the year.
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Lodge Canoblas Lewis had a successful 
and busy February meeting with  
31 members and visitors present.

The business of the night was a ballot 
for a new member followed by the Raising 
to the third degree of Bro Stuart Turner. 

In the South, the second annual Burns 
Night was held with the haggis suitably 
piped in and addressed by W Bro David 
McKay before being served with the  
traditional treats of turnips and potato.

We are happy to report that everyone 
in attendance had an enjoyable evening.

Lodge Canoblas Lewis No 806

Canoblas 
raising  
and Burns 
Night

The April Installation of Lodge St James, 
Wallsend, was acclaimed a fantastic 
evening by all who attended.

The Installing Master, W Bro Nicholas 
Milwain, had occupied the Chair of King 
Solomon for the previous two years due 
to the Covid pandemic, so it was pleasing 
to be able to finally install Bro Michael 
Thompson as Nicholas’s successor.

The Grand Master’s Representative  
on this occasion was RW Bro Tom Muir 
PAGM, and VW Bro Emmanuel Konitopoulos 
DGP was the Grand Director of Ceremonies. 
RW Bro Muir was accompanied by a Grand 
Lodge delegation that included the 
Immediate Past Grand Master, MW Bro 

Lodge St James No 45 

St James 
Install

Derek Robson. The total of 27 Grand Lodge 
Officers presented a very impressive sight.

There were 47 brethren from 
Newcastle, as well as brethren from  
as far away as Tweed Heads.

The newly Installed Master, W Bro 
Michael Thompson, was presented with his 
Installation Certificate by RW Bro Muir and 
there was a special presentation made  
by MW Bro Robson of a PDGIW jewel to 

A grand Grand Delegation assembled at 
Lodge St James for the installation in April.

On Sunday 20 February, Lodge Highway 
was honoured to raise the Lodge flag 
donated by Kim Grace, the owner of Grey 
Gum Cafe on the Putty Road between 
Windsor and Singleton. 

Kim’s late husband John Grace was a 
Freemason and Kim is very supportive of 
the masonic fraternity and charity work. 
The Grey Gum Cafe is a popular stop on 
Lodge Highway’s motorbike rides.

RW Bro John Jacobson in recognition  
of his two terms as DGIW. 

The brethren then retired to the instal-
lation banquet where they enjoyed a fine 
meal and great fraternity. Several brethren 
spoke thanking the lodge for a great 
evening, and MW Bro Robson summed up 
the evening by thanking the caterers and 
all brethren for a most enjoyable evening 
of fraternity and camaraderie.

Lodge Highway No 837

Highway flag raising
The flag raising at the cafe was sup-

ported by members of lodges including 
Woronora, Guildford, Novocastrian and 
Wyvern. The Worshipful Master of Lodge 
Highway, VW Bro Roger Coates PDGIW, 
and the brethren hope that following  
this very generous gift, our Lodge and 
Freemasonry will gain the interest of 
people travelling through the area or 
attending the great many large charity 
events held at the cafe each year.



Fresh from their fraternal visit to the 
Lodge France installation at Petersham 
on 26 March 2022, Lodge John Williams 
hosted their own installation at the 
Eastern Suburbs Masonic Centre on  
1 April. This was their Covid delayed 
installation from November 2021  
with the Installing Master W Bro Sam 
Nishanian finally installing his successor, 
W Bro Sam Tesseris. 

The Worshipful Master, W Bro Sam 
Tesseris joined Lodge John Williams some 
years back from Neptune Lodge No 22 in 
England, and is looking forward to his 
term in the chair working for the benefit 
of a vibrant lodge and Freemasonry.

Lodge John Williams No 148

Installation night with 
some magic included

The night was made particularly mem-
orable because several friends of the 
lodge, in true masonic spirit, stepped up 
at the last minute to fill gaps caused by 
members staying away because of close 
Covid contacts.

The Grand Master’s representative,  
VW Bro Nick Pagonis, and the GDC VW Bro 
Emmanuel Konitopoulos did a splendid 
job ensuring everybody who attended, 
including the Grand Team (which included 
the RGC of Region 3 RW Bro Sam Young), 
enjoyed the ceremony and following 
festivities.

The festive board was a delightful event 
and made extra memorable due to some 

entertaining magic and card tricks from 
the lodge's newest member, Bro Aidan 
Bannister, an accomplished professional 
entertainer and magician. The attendees 
are still wondering how he did it.

Freemasons gathered at Lodge Taralga in 
February to witness the installation of 
Bro JJ Fleming.

The ceremony of installation was 
carried out by the Worshipful Master  
W Bro Gordon Fleming who installed his 
grandson Bro Jackson J Fleming into the 
Chair of King Solomon.

The Grand Master’s representative on 
the night was RW Bro A Percy Fleming PJGW 
who presented the newly installed Master 
with his Installed Master’s certificate before 
delivering the Address to the Worshipful 
Master. The Grand Director of Ceremonies 
was VW Bro Emmanuel Konitopoulos and 
the Grand Lodge Delegation was in excess 

Lodge Taralga No 648

Fleming 
Family  
install

of 20. The lodge greatly appreciated the 
visitors who assisted on the night, and  
the fraternal from Lodge Burnside, includ-
ing W Bro Fraser Smith who provided fine 
music on the bagpipes.

The installation banquet was held at 
the Taralga Bowling Club where fine food 
was enjoyed and traditional hospitality 
was experienced by our visitors.

from around NSW & ACTMasonic news
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Lodge Taralga WM, W Bro Gordon Fleming 
installed his granson in February

Lodge John Williams celebrated  
a memorable Installation night
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When both a lodge and a district are 
enthusiastic, great things can happen.

Such was the case when Lodge West 
Epping and District 25 combined to make 
the lodge’s Installation a great success!

Many of us have heard that our ritual  
is rusty. This was not the case at this 
Installation where the installing master  
W Bro Garry Barker was as close to perfect 
as possible, and the Worshipful Master  
W Bro Shadi Suyyagh was confident and 
impressive.

The Grand Master’s Representative, VW 
Bro Ken Byrnes DGIW D25, impressed us 
with the brevity of his wit.

And to top it all off RW Bro Clyde Davis, 
MasoniCare Caring Officer, was presented 
with his 60-year jewel and certificate.

The installation banquet topped off a 
wonderful evening. The new Worshipful 
Master had arranged a Lebanese feast, and 
everybody enjoyed every mouthful and left 
looking forward to a recurrence of this 
auspicious occasion in 2023.

Lodge West Epping No 390

Epping Installation

The Elysian Lodge No 418

Nine EAFs, 
nine FCFs
The Elysian Lodge’s installation in 
February was excellent in many ways.

The venue, the Egyptian Room, created 
its own aura of excellence. The presence of 
the Assistant Grand Master ensured an 
excellent attendance. An audience that 
contained nine EAFs and nine FCFs was 
memorable in itself.

The Worshipful Master elect, Bro Alex 
Hezari, had put obvious effort into learning 
his work and this was matched by that of 
the Installing Master W Bro Genaro 
Capistrano GStwd.

RW Bro Khris Albano AGM and a Grand 
Lodge delegation of over twenty were 
present to pay tribute to a fine lodge and 
add to a memorable evening.

Macksville 
renovated
Fast forward 112 years from the original 
building and an elderly masonic centre 
has a radical facelift.

Late March saw the Grand Master,  
MW Bro Les Hicks, in Macksville to join 
local brethren in the official opening of 
the renovated centre. These are always 
happy occasions, and everybody was 
encouraged by the commitment of local 
masons. The new centre augurs well for 
the future of Freemasonry in the area.

W Bro Genaro Capistrano  
presents W Bro Alex Hezari with  
his Installed Master’s Certificate
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W Bro Ken Donoghue joined Freemasonry 
in 2009 and has been collecting all sorts 
of Freemasonry related articles and 
objects ever since. 

So enthusiastic about Masonry is Ken 
that he has dedicated a special room in 
his home in Young for the collection to be 
housed and displayed. It all started with a 
small plastic container with a few items 
given to him, and over the years the col-
lection has grown to include books, 
badges, crockery, glasses, certificates, 
implements, tools, furniture, pictures, 
regalia, aprons, jewels, apron bags, 
Oddfellows’ and Buffaloes’ regalia. You 
name it, Ken probably has it.

The collection comes from the gener-
osity of fellow Freemasons, the wives of 
deceased brethren, lodges, other Orders, 
junk shops, gifts, the Museum of 

Lodge Federal United No 193

A private sanctum sanctorum
Freemasonry and acquisitions that have 
come his way. 

Ken is a Past Master of Lodge Federal 
United at Harden Murrumburrah near 
Young in regional NSW. He is also a Past 
Grand Steward and a member of several 
Masonic Orders, including the Ancient and 
Accepted Scottish Rite’s Rose Croix and 
Sovereign Council, Order of the Secret 
Monitor, Scarlet Cord, Red Cross of 
Constantine and a past member of  
the Royal Arch.

Ken is always happy to show people 
through his little museum, affectionately 
known among his friends as ‘Ken’s 
Sanctum Sanctorum’, so if you are  
visiting Young, please call in. The Secretary 
of Lodge Federal United can provide 
contact details.

Some of the many items on display

The Installation of Lodge Lake Macquarie 
held on Saturday 12 March 2022 was a 
great success. After a couple of years of 
struggling with Covid, we were finally 
able to install W Bro Bruce Robberds into 
the Chair of King Solomon. 

The Grand Master’s Representative on 
the occasion was RW Bro Gary Herrett 
PJGW, with RW Bro Peter Frame PAGM the 
Grand Director of Ceremonies.

Gary was accompanied by a very fine 
delegation of Grand Lodge Officers 
including two PAGMs, several PJGWs,  
three DGIWs and a number of other Grand 
Lodge brethren.

There were 51 brethren from all over 
Newcastle and surrounding areas in 
attendance at the installation and with a 
Grand Delegation of over 25 it was a very 
impressive sight.

Lodge Lake Macquarie No 243

Lodge Lake Macquarie Installation 

The brethren then retired to the 
Installation Banquet where they enjoyed  
a fine meal and good company. RW Bro 
Gary Herrett spoke about  the Grand 

Master’s flood appeal and a spontaneous 
donation was collected raising $620. It 
was a great night to kick off the installa-
tion season in Newcastle.

from around NSW & ACTMasonic news

L–R: RW Bro Gary Herrett; WM, W Bro 
Bruce Robberds; W Bro Kevin Eshman.
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Harold Herman Unity No 428

Surprises 
at Harold 
Herman 
Unity
Lodge Harold Herman Unity, after several 
postponements due to Covid, had metic-
ulously planned their Installation for April 
but with less than seven hours before 
tyling time everything was suddenly  
up in the air! 

The Grand Master’s representative had 
to pull out and RW Bro Sam Young, RGC 
Region 3, was parachuted into the role. 
This meant a quick change for Sam, out  
of his kilt to play the bagpipes as Herald 
and into his Grand Lodge kit.

At very short notice RW Bro Ian Cox, 
Grand Director of Music, polished his 
Herald’s trumpet and heading out of the 
door to the Laurelbank Masonic Centre.

Christopher Ho was installed into the 
Chair of King Solomon by W Bro Andrew 
Coleman. The representative of the Grand 
Master was now RW Bro Sam Young and 
the Grand Director of Ceremonies was VW 
Bro Roland Martinez. It was an outstand-
ing evening attended by many brethren 
and their ladies, including several fraternal 
delegations.

During the evening two very important 
presentations were made. RW Bro Barney 
Flanagan PAGM OAM received his 60-year 
certificate and jewel from MW Bro Gregory 
Levenston PGM. Congratulations, Barney, 
for an outstanding achievement and  
a great example to us all. Bro Scott 
Whitmont received his 40-year certificate 
and jewel which was presented by RW  
Bro Sam Young. Well done Scott and 
congratulations.

A most enjoyable evening; Lodge Harold 
Herman Unity should be congratulated.

Congratulations W Bro Ho and we  
wish you, your officers, and the brethren 
of Lodge Harold Herman Unity a very 
successful year.

On Anzac Day Bathurst District 
Freemasons presented a cheque for 
$10,000 to Radio Station 2BS’s fundrais-
ing appeal for the Defence Community 
Dogs programme.

The manager of 2BS 95.1 FM and 
B-Rock 99.3 FM, Ms Janeen Hosemans 
said, ‘When Chris Tillott rang me and told 
me what the Freemasons intended to 
donate, I was completely blown away. In 
fact I’m still lost for words, and people 
know that I do not easily get lost for 
words. On behalf of all members of the 
Defence Community and those who will 
receive these wonderful dogs I thank the 
Freemasons for their generosity.’

RW Bro Chris Tillott, the Regional 
Masonicare Manager, spoke of the compre-
hensive publicity 2BS 95.1 FM and B-Rock 
99.3 FM had given to the fundraising 
efforts and to Freemasonry. He then spoke 
of the close ties between the Defence 
Community and Freemasons. He con-
cluded by thanking Masonicare for boost-
ing the total by a $3,000 Interaction Grant.

VW Bro David Travis, the Worshipful 
Master of Lodge Barham No 561, added  
‘I just didn’t realise the difference these 
Defence Community Dogs make to the 

Bathurst District Freemasons

Improving veterans’ 
lives, one paw at a time

lives of the veterans who receive them  
as well as the lives of the inmates at the 
Bathurst Correctional Centre who assist  
in the dog training. When the combined 
lodges in Bathurst spoke about raising 
money for the Defence Community Dogs  
I never thought that we would raise this 
amount.’

W Bro Harold Nankervis, the Worshipful 
Master of Lodge Bathurst United No 79, 
agreed with VW Bro Travis saying, ‘I too 
have been a Freemason for a long time, 
and a member of other service organisa-
tions, and I have never been involved in a 
more worthy fundraising project. I feel 
proud to be part of a community that 
supports such a worthy cause and I feel 
prouder as a Freemason that I have made 
a positive contribution to the ongoing 
welfare of our veterans.’

Raising funds at Bunnings, Bathurst, 
with the assistance of the Deputy 
Grand Master

L–R: Teneka Priestly, Senior Dog 
Trainer; Mick Knobes, a recipient of a 
Defence Community dog and Lola; RW 
Bro Chris Tillott; Alison Abbott, Senior 
Dog Trainer; and RW Bro Dr Graeme 
Moller AM DGM
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At the recent Lodge Wahroonga installa-
tion, the toast to the visitors was dele-
gated to Bro Dean Pritchard, an EAF.  
Bro Pritchard came into contact with  
a Covid-19 case and could not attend. 
Another brother delivered his toast.

Worshipful Master, brethren, ladies, and 
gentlemen.

Thank-you all for coming out this 
evening, it means a lot to our lodge and 
the future of Freemasonry to have you all 
here together.

Bro Richard Lloyd (now Worshipful 
Brother) was initiated in 1980. After 
serving as Junior Warden, he called off.

Some twenty years later (2019), Lodge 
Resurgo invited a member of another lodge 
to play the organ at a meeting. The organist 

Lodge Sydney St George No 269

110th  
Install 
The 110th Installation for Lodge Sydney 
St George No 269 on 26 February was a 
well-attended and joyous affair at the 
Ambarvale Masonic Centre.  The installa-
tion of Bro Willy Legaspi by Wor Bro 
Salvador Acosta GSTWD was witnessed 
by 60 brethren and a fine delegation of 
Grand Lodge officers. Afterwards the 
brethren were joined by 22 ladies for a 
magnificent banquet.

A noteworthy part of the evening was the 
recognition and presentation of a well-de-
served 60-year certificate and breast jewel 
to VW Bro Dr Colin Bishop PDGDC.  In addi-
tion to that rare achievement, RW Bro Mayer 
and VW Bro Buchtmann received their Past  
DGIW Jewels

Lodge Resurgo No 223

Remarkable comeback
was friendly with Richard who decided to 
accompany him. He so enjoyed getting 
together with the members of Lodge 
Resurgo he hasn’t missed a meeting since 
and the brethren are delighted to welcome 
him as their new Worshipful Master.

Lodge Wahroonga No 674

A toast from an absent brother
My apologies, that I couldn’t attend 

tonight’s installation. I would like to con-
gratulate our newly installed WM, W Bro 
Damien Ackland. I would also like to 
acknowledge and thank W Bro Rob 
Chapman for his dedication to Freemasonry 
during his socially challenging time as WM.

In honour of our visiting brethren  
and their partners I have written a poem 
for you.

In all that’s true and all that’s not
We are but a single drop.

A single drop that’s quick to fall
To dry up on the planet’s floor
But with this drop there comes another,
Another lodge, another brother.
So, where these single drops do fall
A brotherhood of rain is born
Rain that forms into the water
They mixed with mud to make the mortar,
To hold the stone and hold the light.
Here’s to our visiting brethren tonight
Please rise for a toast to our visitors.

W Bro Richard Lloyd returns to 
Lodge Resurgo after twenty years 
and worked his way up to Master!

W Bro Willy Legaspi wa installed by  
W Bro Salvador Acosta in February

from around NSW & ACTMasonic news
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Across
1 & 5 Across. Nordic Ratbag hides it for the 

Master to draw designs on (7, 5) 

5 See 1 Across

9 We’re taught to be so (7)

10 Perhaps a stoic concave moulding on the 
base of a pillar (6)

12 The character and spirit shown in those (5)

13 Old flame clued to deny access (7)

16 No oysters to go relates to sensation (7)

18 Supply with a varied pique (5)

19 Smooth out towel for a fledgling (5)

21 Descendant of those who escaped their 
Egyptian Bondage (7)

23 Are rags used to provide Helium, Xenon 
and Neon for example (4, 3) 

25 Some bedside alarm clock to wake up is 
the best possible way (5)

27 & 28 Across. Captains move me slyly to 
the beautiful flooring (6, 8) 

28 See 27 Across

29 Guarded to prevent unauthorised entry (5)

30 Its felt he should change to be of a  
socialist view (7)

Down
2 A stone as taken from the quarry (5, 6)

3 Microns are used to make this colour (7)

4 Note ends around poor emu singing 
plainsong notes as a single syllable (5)

6 Block odd clue with cash on delivery (7)

7 Platform made with a few daisies (4)

8 As concise arrangement provides  
obtainment of position of rank (9)

11 Some descry erratically those who foretell 
with a crystal ball (6)

14 Uses Nevile’s guide to show his slippery 
craft (11)

15 Paste clue elsewhere and take a risk (9)

17 Signor makes gaskets (1, 5)

20 Where foreign caterer provided alfresco 
service (7)

22 Its quite apparent that I need T.V. to solve 
this (7)

24 What an entered apprentice has to do  
to 2 Down (5)

26 The fortified wine that’s left (4)
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Thank You

If you wish to become a sponsor: 
Phone: 1800 806 930 or email 
freemason@apmgraphics.com.au
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Welcome to our new members
ALLAN, Trent . . . . .The Lodge Of Tranquillity 42
COLLINS, Brett . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Oorana 1053
COOLEY, Brett . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Picton 258
DIALLO, Kwanele . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Capitol 612
DIRANI, Khalil . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Thespian 256
DJURDJEVIC, Boris . . . The Queen’s Lodge 229
DUNLAP, Michael  . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Kiama 35
ELMOUDAWAR, Andre . . . . Lodge Queanbeyan  

St Andrew 56
GIRKIN, Andrew . . . . . . Lodge Wyong Tuggerah  

Lakes 247
GUERRERO, Hamilton . . . . . .Lodge Rudydyard 

Kipling 143
HADID, Albert . . . . . Lodge Rudyard Kipling 143
HADID, Harry . . . . . . Lodge Rudyard Kipling 143
KING, Stephen . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Picton 258
MALTEZOS, Anastasios . . . . . . . Lodge Pennant  

Hills 905

MARASIGAN, Greg . . . . . . . . . . Parramatta City  
Daylight Lodge 1014

McCANN, Rory . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Phoenix 1034

MELO, Igor . . . . . . . . . Lodge Middle Harbour 85

MURRAY, David . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Bland 337

OGUNMOLA, Deji  . . .Lodge Victoria Cross 928

SAISANAVONG, Spencer  . . . . . . . . . The City of 
Wollongong Lodge 1049

SALIH, Cy . . . . . . . .The Royal Empire Lodge 613

SLADE, Alex . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Pacific 298

TALOSIG, Samuelson . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Middle  
Harbour 85

TZIRKAS, Dimitri . . . . . The Queen’s Lodge 229

VELAUTHAM, Jeyadinesh . . . .Lodge Bland 337

ZIMMERMANN, Paul . . . . .Lodge Beecroft 359

Congratulations to our masons 
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LECKIE, James . . . . . . . Lodge Ku Ring Gai 1033

70
HOSKING, Noel  . . . . . . Lodge Ku Ring Gai 1033

60
ASKEY, Michael  . . North Shore Daylight Lodge 

1044

BERESFORD, Elwin . . . . . Lode Nowra Unity 60

CAPE, Ronald . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Macquarie 53

CLARKE, Keith  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Unity 6

COOPER, Stanley . . . . . . Lodge Condobolin 185

FITZGERALD, Colin . . . . Lodge The Raleigh 241

FLANAGAN, Kevin . . . . . Lodge Harold Herman 
Unity 4285

GARDNER, Barry . . . . . . . Lodge Celebration of 
Fairfield 345

HIRON, Maxwell . . . . . Lodge James Kibble 985

JOHNSON, Edward . . . . . . .Lodge Beecroft 359

MELHUISH, Anthony . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge West  
Epping 390

MORGAN, Harold  . . . .Clarence Valley Daylight 
Lodge 1011

PRACY, Bruce . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Burnside 729

QUINLIN, John . . . . . . . . . . . Lode Macquarie 53

ROSE, Bruce  . . . . . . . . .Lodge West Epping 390

STURGISS, Ronald. . . . . Lodge Nowra Unity 60

WILLCOCKS, Alan . . .The Maroubra Lodge 725

WOOLLEY, Michael . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Canberra  
Unity 465
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ADAMS, Robert . . . . . . . . . . Lodge St James 45

BARNES, Warwick . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Toukley

BLOOMFIELD, Roy . . . . . . The Goulburn Lodge  
of Australia 58

EDWARDS, Christopher . . .The Peel Lodge 209

FRASER, Peter  . . . . .Lodge Bathurst United 79

FURMSTON, Stuart . . . . . . . .Lodge Toukley 933

GOLEBY, Ronald . . . . . . . Lodge Nowra Unity 60

LONG, Clement . . . . . . . . . Lodge Macquarie 53

MAPLES, Barry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Ibis 361

MASON, Donald . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Resurgo 223

NEAL, Henry . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Burnside 729

PEADON, Thomas . . .The Mountain Lodge 190

POLLACK, Melville . . . . . . . Lodge Vaucluse 266

SANDBERG, Desmond  . . . . . Lodge Macquarie

SPURR, Brian . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Enterprise 400

STEVENS, Kenneth . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Rudyard  
Kipling 143

WILLIAMS, Noel . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Paxton 608

YEARS  
SERVICE

YEARS  
SERVICE

YEARS  
SERVICE

YEARS  
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Comedy 
corner 

God didn’t create anything without a 
purpose – but mosquitoes come close.

Don’t give up – Moses was once a 
basket case.

Adam and Eve – the first people to not 
read the Apple terms and conditions.

Noah was a brave man to sail in a 
wooden boat with two termites.

Do not criticise your wife’s judgment. 
Look at who she married.

Modern slaves are not in chains – they 
are in debt.

Don’t trust everything you see – even 
salt looks like sugar.

Truth in comedy

Service Certificates and Initiates United Grand Lodge of NSW & ACT



For over 142 years, Royal Freemasons’ Benevolent 
Institution (RFBI) has provided assistance to 
those in need.
Today we continue this important work through 
our Annuity Scheme and Benevolence Program. 

Thank you to all who generously donated to the 2022 
RFBI Appeal. So far we have raised over $33,000 and 
every dollar donated will be used to fund free health 
checks to save lives.  
With your help, since February, the MHERV team has 
visited 40 communities across NSW and provided over 
1,000 free health checks. For details of their second 
half of the year tour schedule please visit mherv.com.au

RFBI is currently supporting eleven individuals 
and families through our Annuities Scheme 
and has made available assistance to staff and 
local community members who have been 
impacted by the recent floods. 

If you would like to help us continue to help 
others, you can donate at any time via our 
website, visit rfbi.com.au or call CEO  
Frank Price on 8031 3200.

Thank you to all our supporters 
who give generously.

140 

YEARS OF SERVICE

Over 30 years in 
the legal profession
My talented team of 13 people can help you with any legal matter.

Liability Limited by a Scheme Approved Under Professional Standards Legislation

Call: 1300 999 099 

Email: dion@auslex.com.au

Web: www.auslex.com.au

�  SYDNEY
�  WOLLONGONG
�  MELBOURNE

Dr Dion Accoto... Prof Dion Accoto...
I prefer you call me:

Bro Dion Accoto
Solicitor & Barrister 



Brethren of The Elysian Lodge, lodge Nambucca 
and Lodge Indus socialising in the South
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